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INTRODUCTION

&1

| once heard from a friend of a friend, “generosity
is an act of value transaction”. This is a society
where many of us expect something in return with
the act of giving. Yet many of these women that

| visited inherit the belief of sharing. They were
once offered light, and now they spread that tint of
radiance to make it last longer and brighter.

The thought of creating the Digital Roshni series
started in 2016, a couple of months before that
International Women'’s Day 2016 (March 8). The
intention was simple. | wanted to understand rural
Indian women'’s everyday behavioural changes
before and after their encounters with technology.
One of the essential parts of the stories is to have
them reflect and compare the concept of a
woman when they were young (very often taught
and told to them by other important elder figures
from their childhood) and their future vision of a
woman. Through this, | hope to see confidence
and empowerment in these women'’s
understanding of their value in their communities.

For the first batch of women that we reached out
to, we started with phone interviews. Each
interview usually lasted two hours. We asked
women from different regions of India



the same questions. From time to time, we dwelled on very
specific details of their answers for them to describe a
particular scenario. One of the interviewees, while weeping
about her father's recent demise, insisted on sharing her
story with us because of the change and the hope she
perceived. In one of the centres we visited, 15 women lined
up, waited for me and my interpreters for hours and hours,
just so all of them could share with me a slice of their lives.
| still remember their faces, after the long extended wait,
their excitement to present their enrichment in the little
time each of them had with us — one and a half hours.

There were times when | felt like | was the investigator.
While interrogating these women, | invaded their memories
and thoughts about their childhood, their family situations
and their future aspirations. They nevertheless shared their
patience, their smiles, their food, their emotions and their
stories, regardless that we're meeting each other for the
first time.

They give and they support.

Roshin 4 is a compilation of selected stories that stuck with
me during the production of these series. In these stories, |
find strength and admiration.

From all the Roshni women, | embrace generosity as the
connection between people and people, people and their
communities, and people and themselves. These are the
stories of sharing. | hope we can all share our stories with
those who come in our lives for some sunshine, rain

and warmth.
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SANGEETA VISHWAKARMA

Age 21; married; 2 brothers & 3 sisters;
Sibling rank #3; Education level 10th stan-
dard; Background As a child, Sangeeta
has seen her family face difficult financial
conditions. Her father is a blacksmith

and her mother is a friendly woman

with whom Sangeeta shares everything.
Sangeeta's mother wants her children to
be educated; however, due to financial dif-
ficulties, she has had to work as a labour-
er and often seek her children’s help as
well. As a child, Sangeeta wanted to learn
tailoring and computer but she could not
pursue her dream. Now, Sangeeta helps
pay for her youngest brother's education
who recently finished school.

nmunication, in
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10 years dge

Felches water atter 5am
moriing shudy; 10 min ko walk
Here dnd 20 min +o walk back

Wakes up at
Sdm ko shudy

\

-

Adler 8pm, 3 sis- ! q

[lam - 5pm
Lers would sl—udj

Sc/llwo|

%oje{vkav unkil one
teels dizzy and Favourite subject
H\ej Furn of4 bhe

\ijkl— Lo sleep.

)

When mom comes back Adler school; works with
Hrom Hield work, they elder sisker with all Hhe
shave what's happened in household chores; felches

the day: sometimes mom waker, prepares dinner,
compldins o them about cleans up.

nok o\oi!/\J choves pvwevlj.




Present

He drops and picks her

up From the cewnbre, but
does wok like Lo visit Hhe
centre ds obher people

would gossip.

New slok has opened
from 7-8Bpm for

Hee ldbourers in He
village who wdnk +o
deduire bdsic

compuber brdining.

On the Tunkernek, she wanks
Lo sedreh for henng desgms,
kailoring, government schemes,
informdkion aboul ferkilizers
and ledrn panchdydk work
becduse she Hhinks they dare
wok dctive aV\ousk.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD TAKE CARE OF HER DIGNITY
BECAUSE WHEN ONCE IT'S GONE, IT'S
GONE. MY FATHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD NOT GET INVOLVED IN ANY
WRONG COMPANY OR ACTIVITY.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER
A WOMAN SHOULD IGNORE OTHER

PEOPLE’S MOCKERIES. HELP COMES IN
ALL FORM, SHE SHOULD PURSUE HER
DREAM BUT UNDERSTAND HER LIMITS.

Sdaungeeta’s Aspiration
She wanks +o burn her village inko d proud village L?J
encourdging people i her village dnd the V\PLQYLJJ villages
f D o ledrn dbout computers. She believes that childrew
/ %odq‘j at are d pldce where l—kej can learn really jouiok[\j

O__ \ and help disseminake their kv\ow|edje Lo obhers. She
- 7 wanks Fo prove ko her grandparents that educakion medns
something, and it can bring them somewhere. Education

AN
/ \ O can help make them proud.



ROSHNI HATHIYA

Age 20; unmarried; 1 brother & 5 sisters;
Sibling rank #7; Education level 12th pass;
Background Roshni’s parents cared deeply
about their children’s education. Because
there was no proper school in the village,
the family moved to a nearby town to their
grandparent’s place to provide better edu-
cation to their children. Roshni’s mother is

a strict but friendly woman who is protec-
tive and a little hesitant to let her children
roam around outside, while her father has
more faith in them. Roshni grew up under
her grandparent’s influence, who strongly
support educating the children. The aunt,
who earns and manages the house, has
always been an inspiring figure for Roshni.
The grandparents are liberal and teach her to
treat the untouchables equally. They are also
very open and have made her understand
that menstruation is a natural process, some-
thing which all women go through.

Mardanpur in Shah
f Betul d
1, 1S hory

to information enti-
ents in a socially backward

community
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o) yedrs dgo

By 10 pm, she wdshes
and irons her unitorm for
e wneyt dqj. Sometimes
her father helps with
ironing the clothes.

Roshni wanks to join the police
Force. She cledred her exdms by
due Yo her velakives’ objections
and doubts, she didwt pursue the
dredm, dind now feels d litHe sad
abouk it

She spends Fime with d friend

whe's di only child dnd whose
mokher pdssed dwdy. She
sometimes helps oub with her

Lriend’s household chores.

Roshii wakes up a5 am aud
cooks breakdast for herselt.
Tkouﬂk she’s nok vesponsible for
obher choves, she mever bothers

her mother for breaktask.

By 7 am, she geks reddy for
school. She walks to school
with d $riend who lives on
bhe oukskivks of the ciby.
Ibs q | km walk.

I school, her favourite

PR svbjeckis English. She
\ hds d sharp memory. She

eMJojs veqdims ave\rjdqj qV\d

indulges in it whenever she

geks some free kime. She

loves krdnslating Fewks from

Hindi +o English.

She wnever helps with the
Farm work. Roshui’s father
doesw't force her either o
do household chores becduse

he believes at Fhis dge she
She is closest to her younger

sisker. They bry ko shidy
bogebther dnd she helps her
litHe sister with homework.

should Focus on her shudies.




Roshni lives with her
hushand. She wakes
pY@SEV\‘l' up edrly o Finish her

Porzezonts oy B By 9:30 dm, she redches the centre bo

mdundge it. Students Hrom d nedrby college,

which is 5-6 km dwdy, come bo ledrin
Her hushdnd hds been very supporkive S g computers at the centre. School children
of her WoVkiV\J atthe CIRC. He drops \ % dlso come O\\WiV\J Ihe atlernoon. To ledch

her oft ak e cenbre, dnd wanks to § i) il s, S s Hom
enroll for eldsses ds well. He knows information on topics of their inkerest
how ko eperate some panchayat such ds their favourite festivals.

websites. She thinks he shill knows
move than her. She dlso wanks enrol 7
her sister ak CIRC.

SEXEg
D!
She converks videos +o CDs to

show kids dind women informakion

Atker marridge, she wdnked
bo 9o back o school and
l-kouJM- CIRC would help
her with her shudies
becduse of diﬂil-ql |i1—e\rch.

on harmbul agriculbural practices,
such ds overuse of peshicides and
terkilisers. Soow, mew might dlso

become d park of her sessions.

By 5 pm, she reburins home, Lived. She
cooks dnd wdiks For husbdnd +o come

When she hds #ree Lime, she uses

Pholosho QV\d rd Lices buyping. Sh
home. Her hushband shares shories from i pracrices Ry e

the Panchayat with her. They watch d
sodp operd on TV kogebher.

dlso likes Lo sedrch for old sohgs
and their lyrics. Her hushand is

dlso ‘FDIAd of music.



MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD NOT BE
OVER-FRIENDLY WITH OTHERS. SHE SHOULD ALWAYS
GO STRAIGHT TO SCHOOL AND COME BACK HOME.

MY FATHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD NOT LET HER
PARENTS DOWN; SHE SHOULD ALWAYS BE BRAVE..

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER THAT A WOMAN
CAN LEARN EVERYTHING ON HER OWN AND
SHOULD NOT DEPEND ON OTHERS. GIRLS
SHOULD KNOW HOW TO OPERATE THINGS AND
ACQUIRE INFORMATION. THEY SHOULD NOT
GET INTIMIDATED BY THEIR HUSBANDS. IF A
WOMAN WANTS TO EARN, SHE SHOULD HAVE
THE FREEDOM TO EARN HER LIVELIHOOD.

Roshni's Aspirations
% Roshii wanks ko grow with the CIRC. She wanks +o be d pro
ak computer skills. Every kime she comes ouk of d brdining,
she ledrns somebhing new. Yek, she feels that there's so much
more o ledrin. She wanks bo hdve more women dnd children
learn about compukers. Whew women compldin about the
distance, she advises Hhem Hhak bhey can come in a group.
She wdnks Hem to leqrn about Mmdndging bank dccounks,
decessing c,oHeJe ddmissions dnd qp;lyiv\:} For jovevv\mev\l—

. schemes. She believes thak i+ women cdn decess more

informakion, ey can ledd d belter lite.
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Age 28; married; 1 brother & 1 sister; Sibling
Rank: #1; Education level Master of Arts in
development studies ; Background Riju’s father
is a businessman who works on government
tenders. Her mother is a teacher in a high
school, and teaches drawings, social studies
and Hindi. Riju's mother is a strong woman
who used to own a fashion store. Riju and
her siblings discuss things with her mom first
who then communicate it to their father, who
usually supports his children in everything. In
her family, everyone helps in the kitchen. The
younger brother gets most attention from the
family, but he is also bullied the most by his
sisters. Riju grew up with a close relationship
with her grandparents. She is married to

an engineer.

14




o) yedrs dgo

On Sunddys, she dnd her sis-
Lev visit Hheir jququv\{-s.

Theve is d compuber lab in
her college buk bhere are
dlwdys oo many people in
the queve Lo yse the lab.

When she needs o decess

the Inkternel, she goes Lo qn
1Y
@

TIunkernel cate that ckqv&es
Rs. 20/hour.

She hds a computer at home

bult wo Tulernet connection.

The governmenk awards
computers fo shudents who
achieve sk division. Her
brobher has installed some
games on the compuker, so

he uses it the mosk.

She shudies LJ herseld for
turee hours when she geks
home, hds dinner with her
Family, and studies o little

more dfterwdrds.

She #inds changes

in the Indidn econo-

She wakes up at 6 dm,
reads the wewspaper and

Je,{vs veqo\j for college.

From 9 am +o 2:30 pm,

she atHends collaja, She is
involved in d wumber of cultyrdl
dckivikies, such ds singing

dind dqv\civ\J, She is d Frdined

classical singer dnd ddwncer.

She collecks poems dnd
arkicles, shorklisks them,
edits tem and Hhew publishes
them in the monthly college

quqziv\e,.

She goes ouk on Field visiks +o
gain socidl dwdreness abouk

grassrooks communikies.

From 3-4pm, she takes
Lyitions #or her subjecks.
She enjoys shdgim, es—
pecidlly economics: through
didgrdms, Excel sheeks,

projections, scoves.

my $ascinaking.




Present

She tries to provide awdremess did
policy informakion ko people.
learns d lok 4rom villagers oo;
everyone hds his/her own shories
dnd Fevspecl—ives Lo share. She loves
gewder issues dud is inkerested in
working with womew's right in the

development sector.

Whew d new project is
ldunched, she has +o
Higure ouk bhe logishics
and assign kasks.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD BE INDEPENDENT, SMART
AND WISE ENOUGH TO MAKE HER
OWN DECISIONS.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A WOMAN
SHOULD BE INDEPENDENT. SHE SHOULD BE
HER OWN EARNER, HER OWN VOICE AND

MAKE HER OWN DECISION-MAKER. IF SHE
GIVES LOVE AND RESPECT, IT WILL COME
BACK TO HER.

Riju's Aspirations

She wanks fo be involved in her community and
open her own NGO. She enjoys working with
grassrooks people dind empowering them. She
believes that education is important and one

needs the Inkernet bo qecess knowledge dnd
m%vmql—iov\. Access to education provides decess ko

lj('l'dl lil—evch and, sulpsegouev\l—lj, empowerment.

@?
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NEHA UIKEY

Age 21; unmarried; 1 brother; Sibling
rank #2; Education level BSc; Back-
ground Neha's father works as a sea-
sonal farmer. Her mother is a housewife
who has studied until Class XI. Neha's
mother and she are like best friends.
Neha also has an uncle who is a col-
lege teacher, and the two families live
together with their grandparents as a
joint family. Neha has always seen her
mother as a soft-spoken and friendly
woman who takes care of the entire
family. Whenever Neha leaves for col-
lege after a vacation, her mother cries
but she wishes that all her daughter's
wishes are fulfilled. Neha is passionate
about hockey but says that her college
hockey team fights more often that they
practice. She has even hit some boys in
a few fights.

o Kala Akhar is a vi

18




T4+ bheir unele (q

Ledcher) cakbches Fake sleep

em awake, he ak wight

Forces them bo shudy.

Wakch TV kogebher;

quqquq series

LDV\J poojd betore dinner

Grandparenks are very
religious. Children sit q
bik dnd edl bedore the
quv\dpqmv\]rs do. The
mother would Fhen serve
He ﬁvqm\pqvwlrs, dnd
eqt abterwards.

Wakes up at 8am,

brushes feelth for 30 min.
Ddd otten jal»& mdd dat her
or kaking koo much kime.

Favourite
subject;
Math

School from [0dm
Lo 4:30 pm.
Rodms drouind with
cldssmates and
plays khokho

Plays with cousing
atter school;
badminkon, pitthoo

The enkire wolony is housed
lo:j members of her exlended
Fdmily so she hds mdny
cousins. Mother would shouk
heir names and Hhewn she

would come home.




Present

Mom dind dunks take
cdre of household choves;

cledning dnd cooking

She has d monkhly
subscriphion of ddnce

During cxaminabion period, Luborial, 59 vupees

her CIRC visits decrease;
buk she otten thinks of ways
Lo implement dand ukilise the

per month.

knowledge she has ledrnk
rom CIRC in her shudies

or huikion cldsses.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD
BE ABLE TO MANAGE THE HOUSE WELL
ENOUGH TO AVOID COMPLAINTS FROM IN-
LAWS ABOUT NOT BEING TAUGHT WELL BY
HER PARENTS

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A
WOMAN COULD DO WHATEVER HER

HEART SAYS. A WOMAN SHOULD
NOT BE SUBORDINATED TO HER
BROTHER'S LEVEL.

Nehd's Aspiration

She wanks be independent betore mdrridge, dnd wanks
bo gain a Job in the governmenk seckor - rdilwdys pred-
erdbly. She wanks +o be dble fo work dnd edrn enough so
that she could give back +o her parenks, who spent much
emergy dnd Findnce o hev.

21



RINKY BAKORIYA

Age 21; unmarried; 2 brother & 2 sisters;
Sibling rank #3; Education level 12th pass;
Background Rinky’s father is a farmer and her
mother is a homemaker. Her mother wishes
for her daughter to pursue higher education,
and not get married at an early age. Her father
wants the daughters to inherit his farm lands.
He teaches his daughters about farming and
transfers his skills to them. Rinky’s mother
does not force her children to help out with

the housework, and lets her daughters focus
on their studies. Rinky is best friends with her
mother. Her grandmother loves Rinky the most,
but also wishes to get her married at an early
age for security reason. The girls in the family
have a hard time fighting for their right to contin-
ue their education as they live around 7 kilome-
tres away from the main road. Rinky’s eldest
sister got married early after learning tailoring;
the second sister fought for a bit and studied
up to 10th Standard. Rinky is the one who has
the strongest desire to continue studying and
understands the importance of education.

rgely
C t infra-
structure, facilities and information
DEF runs a CIR(
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o) yedrs dgo

Rinky somekimes wake up at |
am ko shudy dnd subters $rom
slight insommid. She enjoys the
quietmess of that time.

She likes sl—udjiv\:] dlone ds
she cdn focus more. She feels
she Jel—s dishurbed when she
shidies with her older siblings.
She wants o learn from

her miskakes.

Tn the evening, she waktches dqilj
sodp operds o TV with her mother at
e mijkloaw's pldce. Sometimes her
siblings join them She goes wikh her
mother becduse it can be d bit dark

For her bo venhure ouk dlone.

Rinky helps her uncle’s
children do homework. The
kids dare 3-4 yedrs younger
Lhan her, buk H«ej dre ol
thal interested in eruO\:jiV\J

Rinky wakes up ak 5 dm bo shudy.

Rinky wom First pldce
in d ddncing dand

singing competition.

She dnd her sister do the
house chores. Her mother
makes breaktask, while their
fabther helps in the kitchen.

She 5&%& veqd:j $or school,
which is | km from her
house. There she meeks
her friends.

Rinky's father likes o talk +o
her dbout Hrming. He wdnks
his dqwjkjcus Lo ledrn his

Hrming skills.

Hevquwivm#kev, whe is d
singer, kedches them music.
Buk the elder sisker is nok
inkerested in ledrining +rom

e Grandma.




Rinky wakes up ab 5 am to shudy. She does
some ouldoor work dnd Jel-s veqdj Lo ledve
for the cembre. She redches CIRC cenbre
ak 9 d.m. To her, the centre is like home.
pyese,wl— She takes hal# an hour to c\l\eqm the place.

She prdckices kedching the

Earlier when e conneckion is

ok go Joad, she coulduw't use Y ﬂ

YouTube. Now she knows how g fore her shudenks arrive. She

Lo downlodd Sohgs o Mo '@ ’ ™S NDRE\'o' w_qv\l—s ko ledrn constundbly be g

her tablet. v = O & @ betler tedcher bo her shudents.

Her grdndmeother now hds her @ Ak Hhe cenbre, Rinky fedches q batch

owi pldace. Rinky goes +o the of Kids fo dance. This makes them
X

Tunlernet l—vqiv\iV\j module be-

dbouk her dqj at the CIRC.

quv\dml—ku’s house everyday @ : {K wank bo visik the cenbre Haq}uwl—l&
Q Rinky feels hal i+ the kids come Lo
the cenbre, they cdn ledrn computers.
She mobilises people to visit Hhe

before Jeing home dnd Fells her
In the eveming, she goes +o her cenbre. She arrdnges SHG meekings

neighbour’s pldce to talk bo bhe givls, bo at the centre, so others can see the
Find out about the latest developments
in the school. She dims bo go ko her
dunt’s dnd v\aijkloow’s pldce to mobilise
girls dnd tell them dboul the benetits

of Joining e CIRC.

cenbre. She likes o mobilise more
women, so Hhak they can furbher

mobilise other women.

Edrlier, Rinky led d very proteck-
ed lite dnd did not kinow much
dboul the oukside world. Now
because of her associakion with g
SHEG, she hds grown wikh obhers.

Villagers eqgerly waik 4or
Rinky, ds she understands the
ditterent values dnd concerns

of the villagers.

By 5 pm, she goes

She hds no Fived Limeldble. back home dund studies
Rinky emcourqges obhers ko share T people From nedrby for d while. Rinky The family is
what they've ledrnk with one services comes by, she doesw't do much concerhed apout
another, ko create dn environment conkinyes to reach them housework becduse het health as she
of peer—bo-peer ledrning. (kokal 20-25 people). she needs ko shudy or SRR ekl
exdms. dbout her shudies.

24



MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD STUDY
MORE AND NOT GET MARRIED AT AN EARLY AGE.
MY FATHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD LEAVE
EDUCATION AND LEARN FARMING SO SHE CAN
EVENTUALLY OWN THE LAND.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER THAT WHEN
A GIRL IS GROWING UP, SHE WILL HAVE
DISTRACTIONS AROUND HER, BUT THERE'S
ALWAYS A RIGHT TIME FOR THE RIGHT
THINGS; AND SHE SHOULD ALWAYS
FULFILL HER WISHES.

Rinky's Aspirations

She wanks everyome in the village +o use
e cenbre dnd derive the benedits of d
computer educakion. She wanks bo partner
with someone and open up her own CIRC
and invike more women ko jein. She believes

bhere is no qge ko educakion.

25



Age 38; married, 2 daughters & 2 sons; 4
sisters; Sibling Rank: #2; Education level
Class 10; Background Renitha's parents sell
clothes. Her mother is a hardworking woman
who cooks for everyone at home. The parents
are strict though, especially about attending
school. She is closest to her middle sibling,
who has obtained the highest education in the
family — graduated from Class X. Renitha got
married when she was in Class X and could
not complete her education. Her husband was
in Class X too at the time. Her parents were
not happy about her marriage but Renitha
was adamant that she wanted to marry her
boyfriend. Her husband is now a driver in the
medical department.

Id
1is agrarian

of the

26




10 years dqge

She wakes up at 5 am,
mdkes ted dnd cooks mdggi
For everyone's Hiftin.

She tedches her dqujkl—u
alphabels and wumbers.

Her ddughter likes 4o play
She sends her

dq\(JM—elr Lo d hursery

more than she likes o

shudy. The som is oo young

Lo chudJ, so he plays with sl andl goes dor her
kailoring cldss that go

o For din hour or Fwo.

A mdid helps with
cookil/\J in the TS
dnd Lakes cdre of the

children. She spends Hime with her hushand,
She picks her dqujklrev

up From the school in the

dtrernoon dind returns home

Lo do household chores.

whose work schedule is nok Fived.
He hds +o drive the ambuldnce in
Hhe Morhing dind evening, or when

dy emergency cdll is made.




Present

Bolh Hhe children have
mobile phones dnd q

computer ab home. She
likes Hhat her children

can use the Inkernel.

Before an ATM was seb up in their
dred, Hhe hushdnd gave dll the cash o
Renithd +o mdndge dnd take care of.
Now that there is an ATM nearby, the
hushand doeswt withdraw too much at
one Lime qv\d daes nol v\wd Lo Jive her
momey ko keep safe. She is unhdppy
with the ATMs presence.

She makes Rs. 2000 - 3000 4
month. She sometimes looks up mew

design ideds on the Tukermel.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD LEARN WOMEN'S ROLES
(SUCH AS BASIC HOUSEHOLD
CHORES) AND BE RELIGIOUS.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A WOMAN
SHOULD BE RELIGIOUS AND A GOOD
PERSON. SHE SHOULD FOCUS ON

EDUCATION AND BECOME INDEPENDENT
AND SHE SHOULD BE ABLE TO LEARN
AS MUCH AS SHE CAN AND AS MANY

THINGS AS SHE CAN.

Rewitha's Aspivations

She wanks ko buy d wew computer for herselt and
kake d lodn fo expand her tdiloring shop, besides
oftering Hdiloring lessons ko obhers in Hhe community.
She Hrinks d compuber will be helptul, especially it
her ddughter pursues the same profession dnd helps

in the business.

38 g
=l
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SHAHNAZ

Age 24; married, 1 daughter; 1 brother & 2 sisters;
Sibling rank #2; Education level BA in Economics;
Background Due to financial difficulties, Shahnaz
has had a tough journey in acquiring her educa-
tion. However, throughout the journey, Shahnaz's
parents have strongly believed in her ability to be
successful. They have higher hopes for Shahnaz
than they do for their sons. The father was a
painter and the mom a housewife initially; but she
was determined to take on extra jobs as a janitor
at a local school and as a maid in neighbouring
houses to provide financial support for Shahnaz's
education. Her father married Shahnaz off after she
completed Class XlI, when she was only 19, be-
cause he believed that her husband could provide
Shahnaz better higher education than he could.
Shahnaz's father, even after his death, continues to
be an inspiration for her. Shahnaz does not want to
be known as Yusuf's wife. She wants her father to
be known by her name.

The past illustrated on the right describes the two-year pe-
riod when Shahnaz could not attend school, and when she
and her sister would visit their aunt every day to help out
with household chores and learn Islamic literature.

Mungaska Is a semi-urban
area located in Alwar city of
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10 yedrs dgo

She wakes up daround
7-8am, dnd kogether
with her sister, help

with chores.

Ak night, she sleeps with
her quv\dw\olckav.

Her parenks Fight often
due to their Findncidl
situakion, which upseks
her. Very often, she
cries qk v\iﬁkl—, dind her
quv\dvv\ol—kev consoles her,
kelling her everybhing will
be qlvijklr.

She veads the newspaper at
v\iJM—. During dqyl—ime, she
doesw't have Fime. She jel—s

it #rom her dunk's place.

She spends much Hime with
her sister ak her qunb’s
place. Aunk teaches them
cbbkiV\J dind other chores.

LiH—leJivls (10 - 15)
would come ko her qunb’s
place, and Shahnaz
would tedach them Urdu

dnd Tslamic shudies.

Aunt dalso teaches
Hem Urdy; wriking
dnd veqdm&

Aunk often tells
Hem shories From

He Qurdu.




Present

She is very proud of Yusut.
He has made her more
oubspoken and contident;
however she insisks that she
hds her own idenkiby, rather
than being just Yusub’s wite.

She asks everyone o wok
Louch her books on the

shelt. She wawnks tem in
the same place where as

she has placed them in.

She veceived d laphop
trom her scholarship.
Buk she gave it fo Yusut.
She didn't know how to
use ik However, she JDJr
inkerested in it laker, and
ledrnk from her hushbdnd.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD NOT BE CONFINED TO HER
FOUR WALLS. MY FATHER TOLD ME A
WOMAN SHOULD STUDY, GO OUT AND
ACHIEVE SOMETHING.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A
WOMAN CAN FIND A PLACE IN

NEWSPAPERS, JUST AS MEN
ALWAYS FIND A PLACE THERE.

Shahnaz's Aspiration

She wanks to be d tedcher. She wanks
bo see herseld in the newspaper, dnd
wdwnks her $abher to be kinown by her
name. She does nok wank bo be Known
as just Yusut Khaw's wite.
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SAVITI PAWAR

Age 25; unmarried; 2 brothers & 4 sisters;
Sibling rank #3; Education level Bachelor of
Arts; Background Saviti’s parents are agricul-
tural labourers. Her father is a violent alcoholic.
Her mother works hard and even steps out
of the village to earn more money. As a child,
Saviti never understood the situation and
often slept at grandmother’s place. Hence she
spent more time with her grandmother than
her parents. When the father would get vio-
lent, no one could stop him. The parents did
not want Saviti to attend school, but her elder
sister paid for her education and convinced
the parents to let her study. Saviti is very
enthusiastic about her education. Her moth-
er wishes her children to have a comfortable
life, but is unaware of what the outside world
is like. She doesn’t know how to teach her
children to find a better lifestyle. Between her
completing 12th standard (in 2009) and her
enrollment in a B.A. programme, there was

a five year gap. She is closest to her uncle’s
daughter-in-law.
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10 yedrs qJD Saviki wakes up ak 6 dam o shudy.
She's fond of ledrning English. Saviki
dlso helps with the household chores.
Her mokher ledves in the morning ko

work in the +ield.
In school, Saviti finds Social

Science the mosk difticult
subjeck. She enjoys pldying
Tdppu dind Kho- Kho.

Everyone i the fdmily
sleeps in one big room. She
shares the bed with her
grandmother, dnd the fabher
has d bed to himselt.

Saviki comes home for
lunch, +ills wakter from
the hdnd pump, thew goes

When she does her homework, back to schesl again.

Saviki kakes help #rom q guide
book. The father often observes
e children Sl’ﬂd:’l\/\ﬂ dnd scolds
Saviki’s brother when he Finds
him wol s%ud‘jmg Her brother
has Hlunked d cldss dnd now is in
e same stdndard das her. She
somekimes wins scholdrships for
250-350 rupees, which she uses
ko buy guidebooks.

Adter school, she likes ko
ride her loic,jc,la dnd rodm
dround Hhe village. Her
Lriends run behind her dand
yell: “you'll £alll”

Her wnele has a4 TV in his house. She
somekimes likes to 3 with her V\(L(JMOD\AYS
Lo wakch TV with his dqujhlrav—iv\-lqw.
T4 she misses her mobher’s call for her,
she is beaken up for wq#clr\ivg TV.




Saviti dind her youhger sister wake up Saviki is in bhe conbre Lrom

resen
p = ‘l— ak 6 am. Her younger sisker helps ouk

with the household chores.

7 am to 5 pm. She wrikes
emdils dnd ledrns o bype in
Hindi because some other
women Know how to do it
and she wanks to improve at
it. She Lrdins five balches

Adber veburning home, she goes +o her a day in digikal literacy

uncle's pldce +o wakeh TV with his

dmgkl—av—iv\—lqw, buk she doesw't enjoy
:niquk“:mi:\ ::\:ir:vt:'vjjjk;ﬁojo:i:éw Her pavents wank Saviki ko geb
mdrried, bub she wanks fo work
ak CIRC lovxju bedore J&H-iV\J
married. She keeps convincing her
silo\iv\Js Lo come o the cenbre bo
learw, buk they think it's ¢ waste

of momey (200 RS/course).

Saviti had convinced her wnele's
ddughter—in-law fo come +o the
cenbre. She came o the cenbre for

Five days, buk could wok conkimue
she was occupied at the fdrm.

Saviki mdndges
decounks, registrabion
dnd aHenddnce ak

e cenkre.

She talks to her triends on
the phone. Sometimes 15-20
ddys betore the exam, she

CIRC gives them a lok
of homework on how
o check reporks, take

geks back ko her regular
P]rwl—os, edik pkol-o, eke.

shudies dnd goes Lo class ko ‘jel—
updates from Friends.

She mobilises women to She uses the Tunternet to look up
join the centre. songs dind ledrn Photoshop, English
L{\j qurclr\ihﬂ Vide,os ol \luuTuL;e,.
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MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD NOT BE LAZY; SHE SHOULD BE

HARDWORKIN
WOMAN SHOU

G. MY FATHER TOLD ME A
LD EARN MONEY AND BE

FINANCIALLY INDEPENDENT; SHE SHOULD

NOT ASK FOR

MONEY FROM OTHERS.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A
WOMAN CAN STAND ON HER OWN
FEET AND ACHIEVE HER GOALS.
SHE CAN BALANCE HER HOUSEHOLD
CHORES, FAMILY AND WORK.

Saviti's Aspirakion

She would like ko mobilise more people from dll qge

groups o join the cembre dnd ewroll for digital literdey.

She dlse wanks to ledrn more dbout the techmology. She

believes that what you cam do on compuber camnot be

dchieved perfectly on ¢ mobile phone. Saviki wawnks d
% well-redd dand uV\J\eVSJrQV\diV\S hushbdnd whe would makch
3 her cdlibre. Wherever she’s married, she wishes to skark
d cenbre in that villqge.

ﬂ% @Qﬁ(




Age 38; married, 2 daughter; 2 brothers &
2 sisters; Sibling rank #1; Education level
Class 10; Background Hellen's parents
got separated when she was young.
Hellen stayed with her father but moved
in with her mother when she was 18.
The two had met after so long that her
mother could not recognised her when
she first moved in. As a single mother,
she supported and sacrificed a lot for
her children. As a child, Hellen was not
allowed to go out much as household
chores were considered the responsibility
of girls and education was not
considered important enough for them.
But she had home-schooled herself.

\%;J
on is agrarian
b of the
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She wakes up ak 5 am to shark
IO with household chores. She dlso
‘\JMYS QJD pushes her dquakl—u Lo sl—udj.

On weekends, she spends
Lime with her maternal

Family and wrikes lebers
ko her sisker in Nagdland.

Whew her husband returns,
he helps her with pending )

housework, following which
She dnd her a\qujkh,v

H\ej wakch o movie l—ojejrkev,
go ko school kogether.

sing dnd pray Lo God.

Abbor schosl, she reburns She is d tedcher ab the wursery
home dor more chores school where she tedches I8
and helps her a\qijm children. Her dunMev is ohe
wikh homework. of them. She tedches them
alphabets, numbers, nursery
rhymes, dind discusses hedlbhy
Lips, mordl science qud stories

Hrom the Bible.




Present

She dlse helps neighbourhood
children in school work.
She charges Rs. 2 per page
For prinking.

Her husbdnd is very supporkive

of her ablending brdining classes
at CIRC. He wanks her to learn
move Fools like Photoshop dand other
programmes, and is willing ko kake
household vesponsibilities.

Her ddughter dlso shows her
ditterent l—kiv\Js she cdn do
on the compuber. She likes to
download songs dund thew sing
Hem oub loud.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD BE
HUMBLE AND TAKE RESPONSIBILITIES OF
HER FAMILY. MY FATHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD TAKE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF A
WOMAN — TO TAKE CARE OF HER FAMILY.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A WOMAN

CAN BE ANYTHING, IF SHE TRIES HARD.
IN STRENGTH, WE MAY BE WEAKER

THAN MEN BUT WE ARE NOT BACKWARD

IN OUR KNOWLEDGE. WE CAN LEARN
THINGS THAT MEN LEARN. WOMEN NEED
TO ADOPT ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY TO
RUN THE FAMILY.

Hellew's Aspirations

She wanks o provide wdavpvivilejed children decess

ko digikal technology as she believes it makes ome's lite
edsier. She often discusses health dand sanitakion bopics
with women in her community. Hellew wanks +o pursue

Bachelor of Avks with d focus on Hiskory.
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DURGESH KANWAR

Age 26; married/widow; 1 brother; Sibling
rank #1; Education level Double MA in
History and Sociology, nursing; Back-
ground Born in Tilonia, Durgesh, eldest
of the two siblings, was brought up like a
boy. Her mom always thinks on her
behalf, and brings home anything she
thinks Durgesh would need. Durgesh has
been observing her parents working in
the social sector at Barefoot College for
several years. She first saw her mother
receive training and now watches her
train others. Unfortunately, Durgesh lost
her husband in an accident just a few
months after their wedding.
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10 yedrs dgo

Wakes up ak bam and
dodls chores; telches
water from hand pump

The $amily does ok
have d phome: they g0
Lo the PCO bookh in

the campus to call her Atlends school qk

[0am. Favourite

grandpdrents.
suloju)r is sciehce

Dinner fime is
Hamily time where

everyone shdres

their day stories.
In the atternoon when she
reburins to Bavedool Culleje
Her mom would campus, she plays wikh
dsk her how she children in the campus;
remembers her ookhqll, vollejloqll.

vast vvctAL>\4|q\r:j.

Atter Lenth standdrd, she moved to Somelimes, she en-
jeys e abmosphere,

becduse science shredm wds wok and likes fo watch
dvdilable in her villge; it is then and wok play.
she vedlised Hhat He world is redlly

Kishargarh Lo continue her educdlion

loij loejov\d Tilowiq.




Present

People drouind the
campus like to come
dnd dask her %uesl—ioms
vequdiuj W\edicime

qwi sciehce.

She gives people injeckion,
provides prescripked medicine
dnd does gewerd ddministrd-

Live reporking work.

Because of her
husband’s death,
everyohe Lries o
make her hdppy,
divul— her ql—l—wl—iou
From the l—vqjea\:j.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME WOMAN
SHOULD BE FREE TO DO ANYTHING.
MY FATHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD SET NO BOUNDARIES FOR
HER ACTIONS.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A
WOMAN CAN DO WHATEVER SHE
WANTS, AND SHE DOESN'T HAVE TO

CARE ABOUT WHAT OTHERS THINK.
A WOMAN SHOULD NOT BE SEEN AS
A BURDEN ON HER FAMILY.

Durgesh’s Aspirakion

She believes ik is very imporkdnt bo be
close ko ome’s family and Fultill their
needs. She would like Yo be involved

in q science-reldted cdreer.

008, 4G
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SHASHI NARRE

Age 28; married, 1 girl & 2 boys; 4
brothers & 2 sisters; Sibling rank #1;
Education level 7th; Background Shashi’s
father is a coal miner and her mother is

a farmer. Shashi is very close to her four
brothers. If they have any problem, they
approach her for advice. Shashi’s mother
is polite and friendly but strict. She works
in the field and supports her children’s
education but her father is not so keen
for her education. Her paternal uncle
supported her education, but she failed
8th standard. Her mother wants
everyone to pursue higher education.
Girls in the village are not allowed to
roam around as much as boys do. Their
father has made it clear that the mother
will be held responsible if the girls go out
and something happens.

Jhakhli, with little ac
nmunication, i

46




o) yedrs dgo

Dwiv\J her $ree time, she
wakches TV, buk she doeswt
like 4o skay in the house. Her
hushbdnd sometimes takes her to
d neighbour’s house o socidlise

and wakch movies.

She never used bo Lalk bo
other people dnd jusk sleep.
She used ko cry.

Unkil 9 pm, she conkines to do Hhe
household chores dlome withouk diy
help. T# she dasks her sisker-in-law
ko help, she'll Fight with her.

Shashi wakes up ak 5:30 am. She
does dll the household chores dlone
such ds mopping, waker fo cledning
dind cooking. Sister-in-law dand

mother-in-law never help.

Her tather-in-law believes
that women should wake up
edrly. T# one wakes up lake,
everyone will qlnqdlj be done
with Hheiv chores.

From 9 am o [:30 pm,
she works in the Field.

She comes back for
lunch, eaks food dnd
pdcks food dnd returns
Lo the +ield unkil 5:30
pm, while others come

back d litle laker.

Mother-in-law dnd father-in-law
dow'k lek her visik home Fhat often.
Sometimes her hushdnd helps

ouk it she asks. She serves food
ko everyome while she edks

dlone atterwdrds.




She wakes up around 6 am. She's

he! ° o I iahk
oqu\Jed her mobher—in-law qnd She's move aware of her rights, dind

sister-in-law’s atkitude, Jrkej Wow ho lokger seater S sl ches te

p\'%ev\'l' help her with household chores. bowielel elieos e dhe lpies ot
by 8am 4or the CIRC, dnd leaves

He vest of household choves for

mother-in-law dnd sisker-in-law.

Her children used +o 3 Lo
CIRC awnd tell her about
what they've learnk. They
mokivaked her to join CIRC. She feaches her
ddughters dnd her soms

Lo do household choves.

She mobilises women;
she goes door ko door,
organises meekings
and collecks data. She wow only goes +o Hield
when she has Fime. Her
in-laws scold dat her for

being lake for meekings.

She Sl—d\r{—ed Jin\J o\d— of
e house dnd solve others’ Sister-in-law
issues, ds she underskands cooks dinner on

mosk ddys now.

her dnd their rights more.

She knows how o put movies in
e kablel. Her children like bo
play o the tablet. Her hushand
plays games on the kablek koo.

The dq\gkl—av dlse knows how o
cook. When Sdhshi's lou&j, ey
daughter and hushdnd help ouk
with household choves.

48



MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD
NOT GO OUT ALONE.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A
WOMAN SHOULD BE BRAVE. SHE
SHOULD BALANCE HOUSEHOLD
CHORES AND HER WORK. A
WOMAN HAS TO BE BRAVE AND
NOT BE SCARED.

Shashi's Aspirations

She believes Hakt her lide has cl«qmsed d lok since she
joined a SHG. She has ledrnk about paralegals, case
shudies, online ve‘jisl-vql-iov\s, ?kol—ojvqpkj dind lookiv\J For
informakion online. She hopes CIRC can help dnd change
e situalion even more. She wishes her kids can Jel— e

best education possible.
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Age 46; unmarried; 1 brother & 4
sisters; Sibling Rank: #1; Education
level BA; Background Dairupama's
father is a primary school teacher
and her mother is a housewife. Her
parents are like close friends to her.
They don't keep secrets from each
other and share everything freely; but
her father has a short temper and is
stricter than her mother. When the
children have problems, they usually
approach the mother first but they
enjoy going fishing and cycling with
their father.
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[0 yedrs dge

She wakes up at 4 dm and does
household chores. Her father, q

Ledcher, ledves edrly for school.

Py

She redqches bo the qV\JqV\qu\i

She doesn't have q

~—
cell phone. N L l} Qﬂ

cenlbre .loj 8 am. There,
she prays with the
childrew, feaches them ark
and cratt, sings with Hem
and uses pebbles to feqch

th :
In her tree time, she em humbers

watches sedps and mews
on the TV and chats
with her parvents.

She looks after the

regiskrakion paperwork dnd
visits home of children i+
they hdve mok been coming

Lo Lhe qu\JqV\wqa\i cenbre
She aqbends her monthly

dngduwadi meekings.

tor a4 while.

She helps her mom in the
kilchen but she doesw't ewjoy

cooking much.




Present

Sometimes, she lovill\,js her
oftice work home it Fhere is
Loo much lodd.




MY PARENT TOLD ME THAT A WOMAN
SHOULD BE PROUD OF HERSELF AND BE
INDEPENDENT. SHE SHOULD NOT CARE
ABOUT ANYONE ELSE'S OPINIONS.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER
THAT A WOMAN SHOULD BE

EMPOWERED AND
INDEPENDENT.

Ddirupama’s Aspirations

She hopes ko gek promoted bo the posk o 4
supervisor ab the qvgqqudi cenbre. She wanks
to improve the condition of the cenbre. She
wanks to seb up a separate kitchen, improve the
%“QH-LJ of food, inskall ceiling dns dnd make
proper seaking drrangements for children.

N
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KIRAN KUMARI

Age 28; married, 2 sons; 1 brother and

1 sister; Sibling rank #1; Education level
BA in Psychology; Background In Kiran’s
memory, her mom always took really
good care of them. However, as her
family lived in Assam, she spent much
of her childhood with her aunt and uncle,
in Mansoorpur, who initially didn't have
any children of their own. Later, when
they had two sons, they became like
Kiran's own little brothers. The aunt is
like a ‘chhoti ma’ (younger mother) to
Kiran. While Kiran's parents and relatives
supported her in acquiring education, vil-
lagers believed that girls should stay at
home as education is not that important
for them. When Kiran complained about
this mentality to her uncle, who is like a
second father to her, he teased Kiran but
told her to concentrate on her studies.

o Mansoorpur is an

CIRC In

this village
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10 yedrs dgo

Kivdw likes o vedd H\HAJS ouk
Codching scheel loud when shudying. While
5:30dm - 7:30dm questioning the weed for girls
School slarks trom ko shudy, she wds asked by Hhe
qam bo 3:30pm neighbours o keep quiek, and

not abbrygtso much attention.

Favourike Atter school, Kiraw

subjects strolls with her
cousing dnd plays
with Hem.

Uncle has 4
small kitchen
qudw, dnd she

plucks zucchini.

L

Theve is d 90m* Field at
her quv\o\v\,\ol-ku’s pldce.
Kirdn rodms dround, HES
o swings there.

Transition; Kirdw mdrried 4 man who

she believes she can ledrn $rom, even

whew Hhe mdrriage was dgdinsk the

Hmily's wishes. Together, they moved +o

Tilowid, Baretook College, for d couple

of yedrs. Theve, Kirdn ledrnl abouk
rddio programming, soldr engineering dnd

cveql—ed vqo\io civcuil-s,




Present

Dicche dekho” (look

behind dind wdve) she says
Lo her son every Movhiu\j a8
he ledves for school, just as

her mom used ko say ko her.

People like Yo visit the
cenkre even atter iks
working hours. Tt is d
communiby hdngouk hub for
mdny people in the dred.




MY AUNT TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD PAY MORE ATTENTION TO
HER MANNER AND BEHAVIOUR. SHE
SHOULD BE CALM, COMPOSED AND
NOT ATTRACT ATTENTION.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A WOMAN
SHOULD ALWAYS HAVE A POSITIVE
ATTITUDE AND NOT BE CYNICAL OF
SITUATIONS. SHE SHOULD ALWAYS

SPEAK UP, TRY AND LEARN. THE NEXT
GENERATION DEPENDS ON WOMEN'S
EDUCATION. A WOMAN CAN INFLUENCE
YOUNGER GENERATIONS AND PASS ON
EDUCATION TO THEM.

Kiraw's Aspirakion

Kivaw and her hushband, Raghav, wish

ko resume their community rddio cenkre
someddy. She wishes o hdave sub-cenbres
bhak keach villagers abouk solar energy,
decessing d library, cratks and stitching,
dnd re-cycling.

() ﬂ:% mm
Y, s @ @
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SOMTI GATHIYA

Age 30; married; 4 brother & 4 sisters;
Sibling rank #6; Education level 8th;
Background Somti’s mom is a housewife
and father is a farmer. Somti’s mother is

a strict women who allows the boys to
roam around, but doesn’t give the girls
the same freedom. She often scolds the
children but never forces the girls to do
household chores. The family takes care
of 12 buffalos and sell milk for a living. Her
father is a very old fashioned who thinks
education is not that important. Somti
was married off at 16 in the same family
where her sister was wed into. Her hus-
band is also a farmer, who grows wheat,
corn along with other crops. Her sister is
sick so Somti helps take care of the house
and her sister’s three children.
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o) yedrs dgo

Her husbdnd is old-tashioned,
buk he jeks old hindi cassette
songs for her; she liskens to
e songs whew she needs bo

cdlm dowin From dnger.

In Hhe evening, she
fedaches her children.

She doesw't dit4erentiake
bebween her children and

loves them equally.

She hopes that when the
three of them grow up,
they'll fake care of her

in old gqge. Children dowk
treat her jusk ds d mother,
buk d Hriend koo.

Her sister talks dabout her
illness d lok while Somki bries
Lo mokivates her Lo jéljr betler

and remdin posikive.

She lives with 8 people in the house.
She wakes up at 5 am, and does a lok
of household choves. Her elder sisker
subters Hrom d sbomach disease. Somki

mddges the medicine for her sisker.

She helps ouk in the
tdrm. There dre 2 deres
of ldnd for household use
and sedsondl products.
Sombi helps sieves wheat

(remove exhrd whedl).

Sometimes she works with her
husband at the MGNREGA site.
Her hushand digs ouk mud aund
she cdrries plates of mud From
ome pldce to qmother. She never
used +o work like this ak her

parents’ home..

She resks when she geks
some free kime. She geks up
by 4 pm bo shark working on
her chores qgdin.




Somkiis happy that she hds found an

p\reseb\l— She wakes vp db 5 opporkumiby ko skep oubside her house

am and doss household and learn computers. The Financial

choves. Her hushbdnd
helps her with cooking.

situgbion in the house hds improved.

Her elder sister now moved houses,

The SHG that she is dssociaked bul lives redlly close Jpj» Somli’s

wikh, Fold her husband that it is — hushand is very supporkive of her
work ab Fhe cenbre. He reminds her

nok be lake for the cenbre. “You are
lake, goI” He takes care of the ledt

over chores when she is b work.
videos o YouTube, download S )i ” She redches the cenbre dround 9 dm.
recipes, find l-qilo’vil'\j patterns The First thing che does is open her inbor

1 1 ‘ ‘C . ) ) . v
wedving information dnd english % 5} dnd reply Jf the emails she’s veceived |

; The coordinabor dsks Hhem o send email
spedking courses. She uses En!,ﬂ\ back bo his emal 45 4 habi

Groegle Translake. Enkr-mt Fder text Q
Two of her chil isik Hh
Her hushbdnd dsks her bo download " o ehildren visitthe

Lee bo | ompubers. H
shudd From the cenbre for him. A 9 [CAT CARGER G, B
She likes to show him what she’s
ledrink dnd whatl she hds done at the

cenbre. He's never been to school,

nok women's role ko cook; she dlso

geks ko know her righks through
e SHG.

She uses the Tunkernet bo wakch

sister is d Hailor. She shilches
clobhes for Hhe communiby
members. Sombi emcourdges ey

sister fo come Lo the cenbre.

bul he comes dand visiks her.

In the middle of the batches (she trdin
4 bakehes of shudenks), she ledrns the

models, practices her computer skills dnd

She skill owis an old
P— phone bub manages bo
stove old Hindi NINK

Lrdins others. o her phone.

She Fivst joined a NMS (womew's group) ko learn about She used to think computer is for
women's right. Ak tirsh, her hushand opposed her e scholars. Now she thinks its q
decision. He believes that women should skay ab home letb-handed Jr'/\il/\ﬂ bhak everyone should

or help oub with tield work, bub her sister persuaded
him bo lek Sombi go. Abler joining, NMS, Somki
became more contident. In 2015, Pradan (NMS Ve{wlrjrs, P\’“’h’f’"m ) qo“‘“"h"‘j
people) asked her ko join the CIRC. She had we and seanning.

experience with compubers dnd skarked by ledarning how

learn. She uses it $or meeking, making

Lo pick up phome cdlls dnd download songs.

60



MY MOTHER TOLD ME A GIRL SHOULD GAIN
RESPECT FROM OTHERS. SELF RESPECT IS
VERY IMPORTANT; IF ONE LOSES RESPECT,
ONE LOSES EVERYTHING. A WOMAN SHOULD
NOT DO ANYTHING THAT'LL BRING SHAME TO
HER OR HER FAMILY.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER
A WOMAN CAN FULFIL HER
WISHES. THEY SHOULD NOT
STOP THEMSELVES BECAUSE
OF OTHERS' OPINIONS. THERE
IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
BOYS AND GIRLS.

Somti's Aspirations

She wdnts to ledrn more advance level of computer skill
dnd wishes o do everybhing via Interned. She's wow
syveqo\ivg dwdreness dbouk dijh,tql lil—evqoj dind encourdges
obhers dbouk iks bemetiks. Now, everyone in the villqge
kinows her dind are very proud of her. She believes that the

world runs on computers.

T‘éeﬁa@a%//;
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Age 46; married, 1 daughter & 2 sons; 4 broth-
ers & 1 sister; Sibling rank #1; Education level

BA Psychology; Background Lethina’s father

got another wife when she was in Class IlI. Her
family was then supported by her grandfather
who is a pineapple farmer. Lethina was the one
who backed her mother to divorce her father. Her
mother, a brave single parent, took good care of
her daugher who has dedicated her life to her
children. Lethina was close to her grandmother
who was blind. It was the grandmother who
helped Lethina become disciplined. Lethina was
married in her early 20s. Her husband, secretary
to the president in a missionary school, encour-
aged her to complete her studies (she had failed
Class XII). She then went on to pursue a BA in
Psychology through free online courses. She now
works at a senior position at the school, where
she helps organise seminars and meetings, and
coordinate children’s activities

bpulation d
in Tura dis
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[0 yedrs dgo

When the Family moved Lo
Turd, she began working in
e school ds dn dssistant
Ledcher $or shudenks of
Classes IV and V, tedching
all subjecl—s.

She dind her hushdnd
help the children with

homework.

The couple
take computer

lessons togebher.

She is usudlly busy
shudying that she ouly has
hdl+ dn hour Fo cook.

The group ravels to Bengalury
and Mysuru bo perform, which
her husband supporks. She
teels lucky.

She wakes up at 3 am bo
redd books and Hhe Bible.

She cooks a swdack for her
husbawnd and prepares lunch for
her tamily. Her husband, who
likes to cook koo, helps in the
kikchew whew he has time.

She goes Lo college Lo

pursue her Findl yedr

in psycholegy.

Her children somekimes
vip her fextbook, which
she then has +o paste

bogether bo shudy #rom.

She joins d musicdl choir in
Pune. The group prackices twice
d week, dind mostly sing English
songs, Christimds cdrols dnd

some Hindi Sohgs.




Present

She uses Powerpoint ko
communicate betker while
delivering messdges ko people
in her community. When

she uses Powerpoink in her
cooking classes, women show

movre inkerest.

Mest people at the
wnion level dow'd

have q ldpop.

Every Sunday, children
have +o write sermons,
memorise Bible verses dnd
sing hymns. She uses the
Tuternet bo velrieve arks

dnd crath ideds.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD BE
EDUCATED AND HUMBLE.

MY GRANDMOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD BE PERFECT IN EVERY WORK.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A
WOMAN HAS TO TAKE CARE OF
HER MOTHER. AS WOMEN, WE

HAVE THE SAME POWER AS MEN;
WE CAN DO MUCH MORE ACTUALLY.
WE HAVE THE COURAGE TO MAKE
FIRM DECISIONS.

Lethinga’s Aspivakion

She wanks women in her villqge o be educated and
dgil—qllj Feained. With kechuology, they can type,
prink, dnd earn d little. They can dlso understand
how Yo dpply For scheldrships dnd entitlements dand
be informed of Hheir suvvawdivgs. She dlso wanks
ko pursue dan MA in Psychelogy.
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TARA CHOUDHARY

Age 30; married; 5 brothers & 1 sister,
Sibling rank #3; Education level 10th
standard; Background Tara is conscious
of her disability. Initially, she could not
imagine what she would do with her life.
When people visit Tilonia and approach
her, wishing to take a photo of her, she
refuses and, instead, provides them an
old photo of her. When Tara first came to
the campus to attain computer training,
she was scared of what people would
think of her. But she went on to complete
her education till Class X after she arrived
in Tilonia.
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[0 yedrs dgo

In the morhing, Hie sound
of her mother in the kitchen

dlwdys wakes her up.

Sometimes, she helps
in household choves, but
ouly in the ones where
she can sit down dind
work: buk it is never

compulsory for her.

In the evening,

everyone siks l—oﬂe}kevq
bo erMj. She Ledches

hev litle sisker.

Becduse there is d three-yedr
shudy gap, she learnk ko vead
ditterent books by prackicing
redding dind wriking on her own.

When she joined
Baretook Colleje,
she fook up diterent
Lasks and learnt

vdrioys skills.

{ Ledrut to use computer,
inpuk medical survey ddkd,
J Fill ouk data, handle Xerox
mdchine, mdndge Mih\j
shop, mdnutdchire sdwikary
ndpkins and trdin

obher women.







MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD DO WHATEVER SHE WANTS
TO DO. MY FATHER TOLD ME A WOM-
AN SHOULD INSPIRE OTHER GIRLS IN
THE VILLAGE WITH HER LEARNINGS.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A WOMAN
SHOULD ALWAYS HAVE A POSITIVE
ATTITUDE AND NOT BE CYNICAL OF
SITUATIONS. SHE SHOULD ALWAYS

SPEAK UP, TRY AND LEARN. THE NEXT
GENERATION DEPENDS ON WOMEN'S
EDUCATION. A WOMAN CAN INFLUENCE
YOUNGER GENERATIONS AND PASS ON
EDUCATION TO THEM.

Tdrd's Aspiration

She is Hindncidlly supporking her brobher's
education; she wanks fo see him succeed
and be proud of him. She wanks bo ledarn
evevnl—kimd in Tilowid; selar engimeering and
wdske mdndgement, and wanks ko be veally
skilldul at Hhem.
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SHAMIM BANO

Age 30; married, 2 daughters; 2 brothers
& 1 sister; Sibling rank #4; Education
level 8th; Background Shamim is the
youngest out of the 5 children. She is
closer to her second brother who is 3
years older than her. She is a tomboy
and likes to climb trees and play cards.
Her grandmother would often scold her
for behaving like a ‘boy’, but her brother
and mother often protect her. Her father
is a tea vendor. She receives most of the
pampering from her father, who also lets
her play and be a ‘tomboy’. She has to
drop out of school because the school is
too far from her house.

entre has now bee
udipatti in Pudukkottai

rate

shifted to
district.

th ali
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Shamim was mdrried o ab the qge of 19. She wakes up

dk 5:30 dm dnd Laj b dm, she prepdres ted for the enkire

Family of six members. From 7 dim to 9 dm, she prepdres

breakdast with her sister—in-law $or 4 Hmily of fen.
10 Je’qrs qJD Atter bhis, they wash clobhes and prepdre more $ood.

g — WA
There dre three children
) in the house, wo of them
\7’”/ are infanks. A lok of time is
She hds seen d computer at ' P i iAol by ot e e

e loqloies.

q relakive’s house, buk is too . \
scdred bo bouch it She tedrs -
she’ll break Hhe computer she T — o
is wok well educated. - C% /
J W
In her $ree bime, she

Her hushand comes home $rom work ab SN - ' "‘{;/:' does embroidery and
10:30 pm. He works das a welder with 5, @31 B pakchwork, which
his brother. Ouly atter her husband and y. she learnt betore her
brother-in-law have edten, Shamim siks : ’ ‘ mdrriqge.

down to eat around 11:00 pm.

o Y AL2.00 pm, she serves
0 {lood- T]ML Wlf\ole le\clf\
In the evehing, she oflen dfdiv Fakes 2 hours. Ab

grinds bater for dosd or ‘ 4 pm, Shamim eat alone.
idly with her sister. Th '

Lakes upto bwo hours for

e enkire process.

She has no computer at
home, bul her hushand hds
d smdrkphone. They have d
lqndline which is broken.

Adter the landline was Fived, everybody
at home could use it Shamim calls up
her neighbours, parents and friends. She
calls her husband while he is at work o
ask him Fo buy Hhings #rom the markel,
or to ask him it he has had eaten lunch.




Shamim wow lives separately with her Shamim ledves for work ab 10 am. She
husbdnd and twe dq“ﬂwfe“‘ Shaminm works at an NGO. Her work involves
pv%(’/v\‘l' wakes up ab 5 dm and sends her
dwgklrevs Lo the Mosque. Aer she
wadlks them to school, she $inish all

her choves.

In her Free Fime, she takes her
ijklrevs Lo the markel.
Somekimes, she Fakes Frem ko the
bank or the post oftice and teaches
Hem how transdctions dre mdde.
She takes them ko bhe rdilway
station to feqch them how kickeks
cdi be Louﬂklr, eke. She wanks bo
make them selt-reliant in life.

meeking people and gathering daka from
the neighbouring communiby.

She meets patients of buberculosis and
counsels them. She dlso helps women

@ kackle issues involving domeskic

violence. She is very pakient and
A Hriendly with people so they open up
éA o her. She loves her job. She wdnks
é ko do more volunkdry work do help the

women of her communiby.

She loves o veqd L:mbks i
Tamil. Her Hdvoyrite genres

dre crime C(V\d sSuspense.

Ater work,
Shamim goes L

She picks up her the markek bo buy

children from school Q//_ﬁ@; 2

groceries.
and takes them o
hyikion class.
She prepdres supper by 9 pm for her
ﬂ\q\gkjru Lo et Her hushdnd comes
home late. However, Shamim doeswt
have +o waik for him +o have her dinmer.
Shamim helped CIRC in the inikial She tedches her The pdir somekimes eat bogether.
mobilisakion phase. She spoke o the children how ko be more
Panchayat hedds and women ko visik organised. T rekurn, Earlier, she lived in q small
CIRC 4or basic computer likerdey. they Fedch her how ko house wikh a big amily. Now,
She conducted door-to-door aware- ride d bicycle. she has move Fime, space and
ness drives for dlmost 4 months. Freedom. She can evew argue
She has wot learnt computers yet, with her hushand it she wanks.

buk would like fo. She now uses d
smarbphone to call her hushdnd.
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MY MOTHER TOLD ME A GIRL SHOULD
FOLLOW HER CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS.
MY FATHER TOLD ME THAT A GIRL
SHOULD ENJOY HER LIFE.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A GIRL
SHOULD BE FREE TO DO ANYTHING;
LEARN, DANCE, SING, TRAVEL TO
PLACES OR STUDY. BUT SHE SHOULD
ALSO DRESS UP WITH MODESTLY.
THE WORLD NEEDS WOMEN BECAUSE
A WOMAN IS THE BACKBONE OF
EVERYTHING. ONLY A WOMAN CAN
GUIDE A MAN TO SUCCESS.

Shamim’s Aspirations

Shamim wanks her ddughters fo be seld-veliant and
veqdj Lo tqce qm:jl—kms in lite. She wanks bo see
herseld complete her formal education. She wanks o

be employed in a government deparkment. She wishes
move minority women would come ouk of Hreir houses,
JZ and explore the world oubside their homes.

(TN
/\
\ﬁj@ O R
i —
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Age 51; single; 3 brothers & 5 sisters;
Sibling Rank: #5; Education level
Pursuing BA; Background Indira’s
family is from Nepal and so her mother
couldn't speak Assamese well. Her
father works as a security guard.
Indira’s mother is a very simple and
humble woman; and both the parents
value education. But she was forced

to drop out of school after Class X due
to financial constraints. At home, all of
them help in household chores. A few
years ago, her sister and brother-in-law
passed away, leaving a child behind.
Indira has raised the child as her own.
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[0 yedrs dgo

She wakes up ak 4 dm, washes herselt
dind takes cdre of the cows. She feeds
Heem waker dnd grass, Hen starks

cledning e house betore she siks down

Lo have ted with her Hamily.

The $amily hds ted dind She supervises her niece qud
biscuits in the eveming, 9 ' nephew'’s shudies.

dind pray Jroﬂ ether.

They sik for prayers
She likes to do bogebher.
gardening. She's ‘
planked owions in
her qudeu\.
She works ak the

MAMMM%M Angdnwadi
pE—
She visits children's home Kendrd wheve she takes

i+ Hr\ej hdve been missing O cdre of 30 children.

from cldsses for d few

She tedches them
dlphdbets and wumbers.

ddys; and alse provides
indormalion dboul schemes
ko pregnant women in the Every week, bhey pick 4
Wovd qv\d col/\duc,)r qal—iv—
ities around the word for
engdging ledrning. She
dlse talks to them about

sdnitakion qund hygieme.

compmunity.

Every morhing, she
jveel-s Hem JPJ kissing
Heir forehedd dnd

Atter the anganwadi cldsses
inskructing them o place

ends dround woon, she does

her paper work. their shoes properly.




She wakes up at 4
dm dand does yogd dnd

sl—ml—ckiv\:} eyercises.

She takes care of

@ @ the poulbry Fdrm.
u She tedches ab the

qv\f]qv\wqdi cenkre.

@ @ @ She welcomes children

dind engdges Hem in an

Now Hhe Generdl Secrebdry
of Assam's Anganwadi
Corporations, Indird uses her
phone for communication a lot.
Phone is like her triend now.

She sleeps in the
middle, belween

her wo nieces.
o open discussion with all of

Hem. She fedches children
alphabets, numbers dand

nursery rhymes. She dlse
Ak home, her brother

provides them with snacks
and sister-in-law

and makes them aware
Lake care of grocery

aboukt kmiem,
skop;ims.

She hds d Iq—Jeqv—old adopted
ddughter. Betore dimmer, Hhey
sit down dnd sl—udy JrDJeHM’,V For
a couple of hours.

She hds moved

Her nieces edgerly waik

For her relurn Hrom the 07 S

. to compulers.
qmgqquo\l cenkre.
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MY PARENT TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD GO OUT AND DO
WHATEVER SHE WANTS TO DO.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER
A WOMAN SHOULD BE

INDEPENDENT AND LEARN
TO ACCESS THE INTERNET
FOR INFORMATION.

Indira’s Aspiration

She wanks ko +ly d plame. She wdnks ko improve her
qv\JqV\wqdi cenbre wheve theve is d dedicated corner
for every subject, iv\cludiv\J science. She wdnks her
centre bo be connected to the Tunlernet dnd det ds q

model centre for her coMM\mil:\j.

— s ﬁlm
Bl B <=
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GEETA SWARNKAR

Age 44; married, 3 children; 1 brother and 2
sisters; Sibling rank #2; Education level
MA in Political Science; Background Her
parents are protective. Geeta's father is a
primary school teacher who never discrim-
inates between genders and takes every-
one's opinions when making decisions.
Geeta's mother is a housewife. Whenever
Geeta goes out, she needs to be accom-
panied by either her mother or her brother.
Geeta was married early (before she turned
20) because her parents believe that it is
difficult to find a decent guy when a girl is
older. Now, she is married to a man who

is 10 years elder to her. In her initial years
of marriage, there were a few frictions
between her and her in-laws due to dowry
complications. However, Geeta proved to
be a dedicated and under standing daugh-
ter-in-law, and soon overcame the phase.

natt

Tamnar
area in Rq
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10 yedrs dgo

Wakes up ak bam, prepares
lunch for children, geks
Greekd adjusks her € them reddy #or school, qund
roukine decording ko prepdres bed for in-laws
her hushand’s shit
at work.

Study kime shiths RO}"‘Q She redds books dnd
qocovdims bo her chano‘ mdgdzines dind tries
hushdnd’s schedule; SPQ,MO\H((S out new recipes.
[2am +o 2am or

8:30dam +o 9:30am

She spends time with
neighbours: they pdink
dand skitch fogebher.
She dlso pdints curkdin

and sofd cushions.

Helps children with She wanked bo fedch in
homework. She reads school bub ab the time, she
Hreir textbooks dand helps wdsw'k dllowed, becduse
them with dall subjects. she doesn’t have q dajvee.

Her schooling shopped ak dge 16, when
N Jol- mdrried. Aler eleven yedrs, she
convinced her in-laws and hushand to lek
her pursue further education under Fhree
condikions; mever Hunk dny cldss, never
compldin about housework dnd take no

exkerndl cedching educdtion.




Present

Her children do nok live

in bhe village; one lives i
Europe, another lives in
Chewndi dnd the third lives
in qul—l—isquk. Her son in

Europe sends her vecipes.

Everyddy, she cheoses
ditterent roules o 3 Il

the centre so she cam visit
ditterent villdges on Hee way
and learn dbouk their condi-
Lons. Becduse of this, she
makes mdny $riends Hhrough
her socidl service work, which

hds becdme her hobby.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD BE ABLE TO TAKE CARE
OF HER FAMILY.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER THAT A
WOMAN SHOULD BE A GOOD HUMAN
BEING, AND MAINTAIN THE BALANCE
BETWEEN BEING A MOTHER, A SISTER

AND HER OTHER ROLES. A WOMAN
HAS THE ABILITY TO ANALYSE AND
FEEL DEEPER; SHE SHOULD NOT FEEL
INFERIOR TO MEN.

Geeta's Aspivakion
f She hopes for dn empowered socieky for wom-
J e where there is zevo discrimindlkion between
~ ﬂwdev. qus Lo empower women: ecourdge

hw” wemen ko shudy dnd dcquire education opporku-
L

wikies; Franslake household chores o livelihood

i opporbunibies; comneck various seld help groups
§ (SHE) with ditterent inshibukions.
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LAKSHMI TEKAM

Age 35; married, 2 boys; 2 brothers & 1 sister;
Sibling rank #1; Education level 12th; Back-
ground Lakshmi’s mother is a simple lady and
a hardworking housewife. Her father is a farmer
who works in the fields and sells vegetables,
wheat and corn. Lakshmi often feels that she
needs to help her parents. Growing up, she

felt that there was not much of a difference
between how her parents treated the girls and
boys. They let the children study until they
could afford it. There were no schools in the
village after 8th standard, so she dropped out
briefly. She often feels that she is obligated to
help with the finances in the house. When she
finally returned to school after a gap of two
years, she had to travel 20-25 km from her vil-
lage. Her parents then started trusting her more
to go out.

/illage Salimet in Shahpur

block of Betul district, Ma
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Lakshmi wakes up before sunrise,

around 4 am o work in the Hield.

Avound 5 - 6 am, she helps her
[0 jequ QJ" & mother wikth cooking food.

She gees oyl of the house
bo the nedrby #ield +o

She stitches from 8 L4
observe what the V\o,gk!pows & STICRes TR € Al

i bublons, - Sh
dre wwkma ol dwm& e P Piiaks By “

edrins 100-240 rupees per
hdrvest sedson.

ddy. During wedding season,
she shitches unkil 9 pm.

She’s closesk bo her

mom dind often Fakes

ddvice From her. T+ g looj

approdches her dnd shows

inkeresk of mdrridqge, she

would kake dpproval From

her mom First. va‘jdq‘j 7 G2 LBy
she teaches her
yeuhger sinliV\J makhs
and obher subjectks.

She helps her mom with

household choves, while

her sister and brother

Finsh school work.

She is like a mother

Figure and helps vesolve She tedches the girls in

#ij\al—s qMDV\JSL her e village Lo shibeh.

yeunger siblings.




pY&S&U\'l' She wakes up bebween 5 and 5:30 am. She
skays with the in-laws dnd her fwo kids (siy
people in kokal). By 8 dm, she Finishs her
household chores. Mother-in-law often helps
/ with her letover chores.

ﬁ"? She takes d 5 min walk +o the

cenbre. ITn summer monbhs,

theve are 8-9 batches with 2
people mdndging the cenbre.

At Fhe cenbre, she
daddresses people who @
inguire dbout the centre, > ’

its benetiks dnd services.

)

She wanks fo pursue her BA. The
Fivst time she came to CIRC bo
receive her 5 c{q‘js JrYdiV\il/\J, she

During #ree kime, she uses PPT
o practice the skills, and the

Tukermet bo find vecipes, sedarch

- ; /),
was shivering, buk she's wo lowger @ Lor news dind informdkion dbout

scared of computers.

Q)
The $amily has dinner ak 9:30 pp. '
Qe cooks while her hushbana takes
cdre of the childrew’s shudies and

olher house work. #
o~
o

Her hushdnd is very proud of her. He is qud

pesticides, q&viauljrwe dind
stitching. She likes using Google,
NouTube, EV\JIiS\!\ ledrning courses.
She hds a4 betler grdsp over %kimss
now than she did earlier.

She siks with her children
Lo discuss with Hem about
school dctivities and shudies.
She vequds educdlion kijkl:j
Lor her children.

she's pursuing her dream of ledrning compukers.
Kids alse kwow dbout compukers dand teach her
at home. The children teach her how bo use 4
mobile phome: change wallpdper, record music,

click phobo and send ket messages.
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MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD
COMPLETE THE HOUSEHOLD CHORES.

MY FATHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD STUDY,
HAVE A JOB BEFORE MARRIAGE. SHE SHOULD
FULFIL THE DREAM THAT HE COULD NOT FULFIL.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A
WOMAN COULD BE INDEPENDENT,
EDUCATED, AND STAND ON HER OWN
FEET. SHE SHOULD LEARN FROM THE
UPS AND DOWNS OF HER LIFE.

Lakshmi's Aspirations

She would like o see herselt as Hhe villdge representative
for providing knowledge. She wishes thak the level of
dijil—«ﬂ literdey in her village will grow and Hhat skill and
kwowledge rdining will be provided +o people beyoud CIRC.
She wishes her childrew would move ouk of he village ko
pursue bether education and job.

‘{@5 E]IGA Z
=
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Age 54; married, 1 daughter & 1 son; 2 broth-
ers & 2 sisters; Sibling rank #1; Education level
Class 10; Background Derilla grew up in a poor
family yet her parents were always supportive
of her decisions and provided her with whatev-
er they could. As a child, she had to walk 7km
to her missionary school and, being the eldest
sibling, doing laundry was her responsibility.
She sometimes had to find vegetables in the
flelds and drink water from the drain as she
was too shy to ask for water. Now, she feels
like she's living in a palace; but's always been
lucky to have a loving and fair family. Each

of the siblings, irrespective of their gender,
have always been fed equally. If one got new
clothes, the others got new clothes too. Derilla
got married when she was in her early 20s.
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10 J(’/CU'S qa" She skarks cooking dround
4:30 dm dnd prepdres medl
for her family. Bjj 3 dm,
she dnd her husbdnd ledve
for work.

She does nok own q

mobile phone.

She ledrns +o
bake at the

church.

Her +riends often come
over +o shdre dnd interdct
with hev.

The family likes o play iks own

games. T bhe game, one imikakes

d mother chicken while the eqgle
Lries +o cakeh her chicks.

Her husbdnd works $rom 9
am fo 4:30 pm. He
Lramnslaktes content for

the church from Ewglish
ko Garo, and she bypes it

slowly on d compuber.

She visits sick people and asks
them to come to the church for

Atler dinner, her ather
usudlly leads Hhe Family
worship service. In his
dbsence, her mother does
ik Prayers cdw be ledd lo:j

dinyone in the house.




Whew Derilla makes
prepdrations or bakes,
her husband helps her

boo somekimes.

She dlso makes Lurju and
supplies them to a school
cdnkeen. Thirky-siy of them d
day. Each ikem cosks Rs. 10
rupees. On Friddys, there ave

more orders for bredd.

She has recently

moved Lo Skillovg, so

she wanks fo make

new friends.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD
LEARN TO COOK, STITCH AND CLEAN.

MY FATHER TOLD ME A WOMAN SHOULD
LOOK AFTER HER YOUNGER SIBLINGS. .

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A WOMAN
SHOULD LOVE TO COOK. AS THE ONE WHO
PREPARES THE MEAL IN THE HOUSE,

A WOMAN TAKES CARE OF EVERYONE'S
HEALTH. IF SHE PREPARES BAD MEALS,
THE FAMILY WON'T BE HEALTHY.

Derilla’s Aspirakions

She wauks bo skay in her village aund
tedach women to bake and cook. She
wdwks o promole q vegetarian diet.
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SOMA SARKAR

Age 54; window; 1 brother & 1 sister; Sibling
rank #2; Education level BA; Background
She completed her education from an
English-medium school. Her father was a
businessman, and Soma had a passionate
and loving mother who wanted to see her
daughter become a singer, but Soma, as a
child, was more interested in becoming a
dancer. Soma always wanted to continue
her education along with her passion in
dancing; however, she was deemed phys-
ically unwell. The doctor had advised her
against dancing. Soma lost her sister when
she was seven years old, and most of the
household responsibilities fell upon her. She
got married in 1986, and lost her mother
four years later. A few years later, she lost
her husband and children as well.Soma has
always felt a sense of regret for not fulfilling
her mom’s dream of becoming a singer.

Jauhar Academy is
a school in Ranchi,

Jharkhand,
DEF runs a CIRC
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10 yedrs dge

S‘M; |ooks qH—ev
e in-laws.

She looks after her
Hvee brothers-in-law

ds her own sons.

She cooks l—ojel—‘nu
with her husbdnd
dand Fdmily.

She teqaches EV\SIIS]/\ L
childven with disability.

She visiks mdrkek places +o identity
drug abused shreek children and teach
them hygiene qnd way o lite. She
Leies Lo involve them in school with

olher children of the village.




Present

Atler she losk her children
and hushdnd, she used bo
eel lonely; buk wow she

is qusg with work, dand
CIRQC students dare like
her Family

Now she feels unedsy
without her laphop. She
likes to learn dboul mew
information, dequire the
kv\awledje and transter ik
Lo her shudenks.




MY MOTHER TOLD ME A DAUGHTER
CAN FULFIL THE DREAMS THAT A
MOTHER COULD NOT ACCOMPLISH.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A
WOMAN CAN DREAM AND STAND

ON HER OWN FEET.

Soma’s Aspiration
She is interesked in working with
children in slum dreds. She wanks
bo meek mew dnd inkeresking people,
dnd opein d spoken English centre

in her village.
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SHAMEEN BASHIRA

Age 36; married, 2 daughters; 3 sisters;
Sibling rank #4; Education level BSc
Chemistry, MSc Computer Science, BEd.;
Background Shameen is the youngest in
the family. After her father passed away
when she was young, her mother sin-
gle-handedly raised her daughters. Sha-
meen is very close to her third sister, and
the other two are married and live with
their husbands. Her sister at home, who is
three years older, is very supportive of her
and even helps her in her studies. Their
mother is very particular of her daughter’s
education; though she’s more liberal than
the other mothers in the area, she doesn’t
allow her daughter to talk to boys.

y hab
Schedul

shifted t

. The centre has now been
ingudipatti in Pudukkottai
th a literacy rate of
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o) yedrs dgo

Whenever the couple 39}& d
chdunce, they go wakch the

civeus or di exhibition.

She owns d mobile phone,
which she uses fo make

calls or play games.

She enjoys kaqdiv\:j novels. Her
\Pfqvuwijre Jewres dre crime ql/\d L -
romdince. She W\DSJrlj redds in -\

Tamil dnd her favourite dubhor is

04

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC”

Rdjesh Kumar.

Shameem wakes up ab 6 am dand offers
prayers for halt dn hour. She then helps
hev sisters-in-law prepare breaktast.
There are 12 members in the family;
her hushbdnd hds Four brothers.
Shdmeem has d one-yedr-old daughter.
Hev husband is d professor of economics

at a juvummaml» college.

She spends the neyt few hours
AD{V\J e \quv\o\v‘j. From [l am

Lo | pm, she prepares lunch with
her sisters-in-law. AL 2 pm, her
hushdnd dnd the other men of the
house veburn for lunch. Adter the
mew dre dome edking, the women

sit down fo eql lrujel»kw

AL 5 pm, she prepares teq

for everyone.

Later, she cledns up
e house dnd redds
the Qurdn.

AET pm, she skarks preparing dinner
while wakching her $avourite sedp
operas. Sometimes, she likes to watch
the Nakiondl Geographic Chaumel.




She wakes up ab 6 am and offers
prayers for hal dn hour. She makes

'l' breakdast dnd packs d Fiftin for her
Presen hushand dnd kids.

By Il am, she completes her household
chores and then reporks ab CIRC Quaide-
millath Nagdr in Trichy where she werks

Shameen's hushbdnd is pursuing

his PhD dnd uses the laphop in Jocabed ok very far from her house. Hore,

0 LoD M:w S G she teaches children basic computer
members. He evew encourdged L v applications dnd how to use the Tntevmnet.
Shdmeem bo edrin a4 B.Ed in N\ ,

&= Q She skays ak the cembre Hill 7 pm, and
2006, d compulsory degree $or \/"

Hrose who wank ko keqch.

as d compuber brdimer. The centre is

Lakes a Fwo-hour lunch break in belween.

The applicakion that she By the kime she redches

uses Hhe mosk o her

phone is WhatsApp.

home, her siskers-in-law
have dlveddy prepdred the
dinner. The men eqt Firsh

dnd women ol low.

The +amily decess Hhe
Tulernet l—kvoujk mobile
Inkernel. T4 comebody
wanks to dccess the
Tuternet on the laptop,
they burn the phome inko
a hotspot. Shameem liskens ko songs
ow YouTube or waktches travel
dnd wildlite videos. She dlso

shops online somekimes.

Shameem kakes her ddughters
Lo the Lervdace Lo teed them.
Sometimes, she is so hungry
that she steals d couple o
bites #rom their meal.



MY MOTHER TOLD ME A WOMAN
SHOULD TRY TO ACHIEVE
WHATEVER SHE WISHES FOR.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER THAT
A GIRL SHOULD BE GENEROUS AND
HONEST. SHE SHOULD NOT CHEAT
OR STEAL. | WOULD TELL HER THAT
THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
MEN AND WOMEN; NO MATTER
WHICH FIELD, WOMEN CAN LEAD.

Shameen's Aspiration

Shameen sees herselt living as d nuclear amily in
the near fubure, and with a well-settled job. She
wdnks her children fo grow up +o become TAS dud
IPS officers. She wishes to bravel more with her
hushand and childrew; and wanks o teach computers

ko ds mdny people as possible.

97



USHARANI DEKA

Age 63; widow, 1 daughter & 1 son; 3 brothers & 2
sisters; Sibling Rank: #1; Education level Class 6; Back-
ground Usharani used to live in Shillong with her hus-
band who works in the police force. She was in Class X
when she got married. Soon after, she got pregnant and
had to drop out of school. Her father is a primary school
headmaster and her mother is a housewife. Usharani
grew up in an extended family with eight siblings and
cousins. Usharani's mother is a religious, motivated and
respectable lady. Now in her mid-80s, her mother has
always encouraged her to pursue her education and
understand her tradition. It is their mother who has the
right to choose the marriage partner for her children.
When Usharani's husband passed away in an accident,
she was devastated. It was her mother who gave her
examples of other widows who were leading happy and
successful lives. She told Usharani, “If Indira Gandhi
could run the country, what makes you think you can't
raise two children?” When Usharani was in her 50s, her
son died too. It was then she realised she needed to
complete her education. She feels education gives her
a better opportunity to establish her identity and lead a
good life. The coordinator at CIRC Sonapur convinced
her to take up a course in digital literacy. Today, she

is trained in computers and now pursuing a Bachelor
Preparatory Programme (BPP) that is integrated with the
course offered at the CIRC. She's is trying to clear her
exams in history, math, English, economics, Assamese
and political science.

-

Sonapur is a semi-urban
egion near the state

capital Dispur in

Aconrry hoare A larAe
Assam where a large

population is dependent
on agricultural farming
for livelihood. DEF ‘

operates one of its

oldest CIRCs in Sonapur
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10 yedrs dge

She edks her medls

with her son.

She dnad her Hriends
otten sit bogether ko
shave Hheir ve\ijious be-
liets. She hds appedred
on TV o kalk about

religious shudies.

She hds a femple in her
house wheve she siks down
bo braunslate the Bazawari
script inko locdl ldngudge
(Assamese). She wrikes
veligious books.

She wakes up at 4 am

Fo prdy.
/?fz &

She does the

house chores.

The son helps more with
household chores ds the
dq\gkl—ev is very shudious
awd prefers ko spend her
Lime sl—udjiv\&

Usharani is dctive in socidl
dnd culburdl activities in the
mijklpowkooo\. She gees Lo
the femple, vedds dand delivers
religious leckures in small
Jql—keviV\Js dnd religiously
prays +o Lord Krishna.







MY MOTHER TOLD ME THAT A WOMAN
SHOULD BE RESPECTED IN THE SOCIETY. SHE
DOESN'T HAVE TO COOK ALL THE TIME, BUT
SHE NEEDS TO HAVE AN IDENTITY OF HER
OWN. SHE SHOULD HAVE HER OWN SPACE.

MY FATHER TOLD ME THAT A WOMAN SHOULD
SET EXAMPLES FOR OTHERS.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A WOMAN
SHOULD UNDERSTAND HER CULTURE, HER
TRADITION, ACHIEVE GOOD EDUCATION AND

LEAD A GOOD LIFE. SHE SHOULD LEARN TO
ADJUST WITH PEOPLE AND HELP THOSE IN
NEED TO FIND A PLACE IN THE SOCIETY.

Ushdrdwi’s Aspiration
She believes l—kql—god will ledd her
Forward and she’ll conkinue with

her religious wril—ivgs.
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PANDEY KUMUD SINHA

Age 69; widow, 1 son & 1 daughter; 5
brothers; Sibling rank #6; Education level
BA Sociology, MA Sociology, Bachelor of
Music; Background Kumud lives in Dhan-
bad in the state of Bihar. She belongs

to a big joint family in which her uncles,
aunts and cousins lived together. She is
the youngest among her siblings, and is
pampered and protected by her five doting
brothers. For almost every chore, there
was a help employed at Kumud's home,

so she didn't have to do much around the
house and spent most of her time studying
or playing. Kumud is inspired by her moth-
er who single handedly manages the entire
household. Her father is a free thinker and
wants his daughter to pursue her dreams.

Vaithukuppam is a region
in Puduc

Inhab
fisherman munity

DEF runs a CIRC here
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10 yedrs dgo

At 4:30am, she
wakes up and m
does :jnjq. >/

She likes to

retleck on old dqjs;
sometimes she sits
with her sikar and

practices music.

She wakches
TV sodps.

Nickndme; Chunni
Ckidijq (erj sparrow)

Kumud and her husband éa
have a dial-up conneckion. @
She does wok ewjoy using

computer much as it hurks j/ N\

her eyes. r\ |

She does wot have the chance o
work on compuber becduse her
hushand occupies it %\er(’, otlen.
Her husbdnd is inkerested in
ounline shopping.

Her husbdwnd drives her Yo
school where she teaches
sociology ko I1th and 124h
shanddrd shudenks.

She enjoys her
atternoon ted.

dﬁﬂf‘?

AufOb‘“ do Socuet

Ritt

As dckive members of

Sri Aurobindo Socieky,
every Fvidqj, she dnd hev
husbdnd hosk a shudy circle
ak their house.







MY GRANDMOTHER TOLD ME A GIRL
SHOULD LIVE LIKE A 'GIRL" AND NOT TAKE
ANY WRONG STEPS. MY FATHER TOLD ME
A GIRL SHOULD GET OUT OF THE HOUSE
MORE OFTEN AND BE AN EXTROVERT.

| WOULD TELL MY DAUGHTER A GIRL

COULD FLY AS HIGH AS SHE WANTS
AND ALWAYS KEEP HER HEAD UP.

105

kumud’s Aspiration

She wishes do see change in her villqge.
She wanks to see people become more
open-minded dnd willing to accept
changes. She would like +o see them
give up their orthodox dnd superstitious

menkaliby ko welcome progress.
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