)

= D4

DIGITAL EMPOWERMENT foundation THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE
< THE RIGHT TO EXCEL

The Justice Sunanda Bhandare is happy to announce that the

Digital Empowerment Foundation

is the recipient of the 2021 Justice Sunanda Bhandare Award for its crucial role in helping to

bridge India's digital gender gap at a time when the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has made

online learning and access to digital information a necessity in a country where only one in
four citizens has access to a digital device.

The Foundation commends Digital Empowerment Foundation and its founder, Osama E ﬂ.‘: r
Manzer for its role in promoting women web champions, upskilling 10,000 women - W Il \ﬂ
entrepreneurs from marginalised and underserved communities and strengthening — ‘. @ Z
women-led community development organisations.
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We are inspired by DEF's demonstrated ability to effect positive change in our society in
order to achieve Justice Sunanda Bhandare's goal of a gender equal society.
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We aim to end information poverty and
social backwardness by bringing about a
digital revolution.
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The recipient of the 2021 Justice Sunanda Bhandare Award for her perseverance of her right to continue
her education beyond the 10" standard in a district that is classified as one of India's most backward area
with a literacy rate of just 56.1%.

Babita Saini is both the first woman graduate in her village and the first woman to be formally employed.

The Foundation commends Babita Saini for starting a virtuous cycle of girls' education not only in her
family, including her mother, but also in her village.

We are inspired by her demonstrated ability to effect positive change in our society in order to achieve
Justice Sunanda Bhandare's goal of a gender equal society.
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Despite coming from a poor background and a place where literacy
rate is well below the national average, she has defied all odds in
becoming the first woman in her village to graduate and get a job.

She has inspired many women across the village who now aspire to do
the same.

Babita is now training with Digital Empowerment Foundation to
become a Digital Sarthak that will help her in transforming the
lives of 100 other women entrepreneurs.
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