INNOVATIONS
& Opportunities
In Rural India
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An electronics innovator, Raghav is a
self-taught engineer who designed a
frugal radio transmitter, and is now
popular in his village for transforming
_ buildings into projector screens for

- edutaining film and video screenings.




Vijay, Mudassir, Mukesh, Aamir, Kainat and Fauzia are just some of the barefoot wireless engineers
who have been trained to become the source of local ISPs in remote and rural communities.
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h o dge of usi '
in Ing, scanning, photocopying

d digitisation services has
opened entrepreneurial and job

opportunities of tﬁM

youngsters in rural India. -~
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Knowledge of computersiandthe |
_Internetin underserved tribal y
communltles have helped women’
like Rajkumari to become

journalists for local newspapers.




overnment, bureaucracy and panchaya
members are using digital tools and soci
media platforms to bridge the gap
between governance and citizens, making
- whole system more democratic.
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Lotus decoration: —
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" Lotus’s the prominent Hindu symbol used in Taj Mahal
Chatti -

a domed and columned kiosk

Minarets: 40 m tall
cyfindrical columns with
beveled anges
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Arch: also R
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Children today have discovered
Google Images and Google Maps as a
tool to ‘travel’ around the world and
explore the places that they could
otherwise never thought of visiting.

Finial
ornamental terminating part

Onion dome

~— Drum: cyfindrical base of
the onion dome
Guidasta: Tall
decorative spire
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Several men and &/omen, who have -
never been to school or receWed

' formal education, are Iearwg to
manufacture solar-powered pane 4‘ '
coo 1|ghts, geysersand g :
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Refurbishing and repairing old digital

devices has opened a market for

second-hand gadgets and engineers
1 terlands.




Ability to use tablets for digitally
collecting and analysing data'is an
untapped market area for rural

researchers and surveyors.




Production of low-cost sanitary
napkins does not only ensure
better healthcare for women

but also opens up career
opportunities for them.
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*  Digital photography and

. -9
videography can make rural
youth professional artistes
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who can offer their services
during events, functions and
festivals in the commuﬁ'j"
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Village youth in heritage towns
can be trained to become tourist
guides to bring in additional
income into their households.
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Communlty rad\o management and

’,.problems with local au

' breserving local ¢




— Community members also need
to be trained in using a simple & =
mobile phone for gathering and
curating content for WhatsApp
advocacy groups or Podcasts.
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outh in collecting data
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and amples from the ground
and analysing it using digital
tools will open up Ilvellhood
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Millions of underserved patients are'\able to
connect with qualified doctors and quality
healthcare through video consultation, interactive
voice responses and other digital health tools

for tele-medicines. !
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Today, farmers across the country are usmg
. digital tools dnd mobile appllc‘.atlonS’/’to
improve agrlcultural pxoductlwty, secure

, better Cropprices, better returns on 5 & ﬂ:

mvestment through @cﬁess to lnformat‘ion.
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Alternate or seasonal sources of
livelihood need to be opened up
for rural communities where men
are mostly involved in agriculture
or construction labour.



Several groups of musicians are already using Facebook and YouTube to digitise their
music and bag gigs. Efforts should be made to encourage more youngsters to pick up
the mobile phones as a recording tool and create a repository of their folk art.
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wle é’e of computers amid
gov ent school teachers will

enhanée their teaching abilities and

help them grab students’ attention,
leading to few dropouts.
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Knowledge of e-Governance,
e-Banking an@-Tlcketlng
can help youthdet up rural
information hug
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Inste§d of focusing on CO£truction or

farm labour, village men can be
trained to handle advanced machinery
in factories and industrial units.
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Creates digital labs for
students, provides access
to GIS technology, and
digitally empowars
students and teachers
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Website development
for pauchayat and
local enterprises
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Provides basic digital 2 Com
(iteracy capacity building, !

skilling and digital services

Micro enterprises

can search for the

best market value

\/[”age cl«au()af for - mlm :
community meatings _Mﬂﬂﬁ for thair products
advocacy and campaigus :k 5 [0} and/or services
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Connects SHGS,

anganwadi workers

Soochna Sevak

DIGITAL VILLAGE

Digital Empowerment Foundation has been working for a
decade to make underserved rural communities have access to
2quitable information. By making use of digital fools [tke
wireless technology, mobile phones, computers and other ICT
tools, DEF creates an ecosystem of digital villages with access
to tele-health services, digital panchayats, information kiosks,

AN ol touris ad schols with dsita abs amor ofbers Together, the community and its digitally connected
members can help establish a network of Internet of Things.

Health centres, sub-health
centres and health workers
are enabled to searcls for

health-ralated information

and women




