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An	electronics	innovator,	Raghav	is	a	
self-taught	engineer	who	designed	a	
frugal	radio	transmitter,	and	is	now	
popular	in	his	village	for	transforming	
buildings	into	projector	screens	for	
edutaining	film	and	video	screenings.	

	Electronic	innovators	



Vijay,	Mudassir,	Mukesh,	Aamir,	Kainat	and	Fauzia	are	just	some	of	the	barefoot	wireless	engineers	
who	have	been	trained	to	become	the	source	of	local	ISPs	in	remote	and	rural	communities.	

	Barefoot	wireless	engineers	



The	knowledge	of	using	basic	
printing,	scanning,	photocopying	
and	digitisation	services	has	
opened	entrepreneurial	and	job	
opportunities	of	thousands	of	
youngsters	in	rural	India.	

	Digi1sing	India	



Knowledge	of	computers	and	the	
Internet	in	underserved	tribal	
communities	have	helped	women	
like	Rajkumari	to	become	
journalists	for	local	newspapers.	

	Building	awareness	



Government,	bureaucracy	and	panchayat	
members	are	using	digital	tools	and	social	
media	platforms	to	bridge	the	gap	
between	governance	and	citizens,	making	
whole	system	more	democratic.	

	Making	governance	accountable	



Children	today	have	discovered	
Google	Images	and	Google	Maps	as	a	
tool	to	‘travel’	around	the	world	and	
explore	the	places	that	they	could	
otherwise	never	thought	of	visiting.	

	Exploring	the	unexplored	



Several	men	and	women,	who	have	
never	been	to	school	or	received	
formal	education,	are	learning	to	
manufacture	solar-powered	panels,	
cookers,	lights,	geysers	and	more	for	
the	benefit	of	their	community.	

	Empowering	communi1es	



Refurbishing	and	repairing	old	digital	
devices	has	opened	a	market	for	
second-hand	gadgets	and	engineers	
in	India’s	hinterlands.	

	Mee1ng	rural	needs	



Ability	to	use	tablets	for	digitally	
collecting	and	analysing	data	is	an	
untapped	market	area	for	rural	
researchers	and	surveyors.	

	Collec1ng	&	analysing	data	



Production	of	low-cost	sanitary	
napkins	does	not	only	ensure	
better	healthcare	for	women	
but	also	opens	up	career	
opportunities	for	them.	

	Empowering	women	



Digital	designing	and	the	subsequent	
wider	choice	of	variety	increases	the	
demands	for	product	in	the	market	and	
brings	about	more	efficiency,	pace	and	
income	for	handloom	weavers	who	also	
learn	to	build	a	repository	of	designs.	

	Digital	designing	



Digital	photography	and	
videography	can	make	rural	
youth	professional	artistes	
who	can	offer	their	services	
during	events,	functions	and	
festivals	in	the	community.	

	Nurturing	photographers	



People	living	in	villages	and	slums	should	be	encouraged	to	set	up	a	digitally	connected	
group	to	partner	with	restaurants	and	food	stalls	to	source	leftovers	for	their	community.	

	Sharing	resources	using	Social	Media	



Community	members	need	to	be	
encouraged	to	preserve	their	
heritage	through	sustainable	
digital	means	to	give	boost	to	local	
tourism	and	enhance	livelihood.	

	Mapping	heritage	



Village	youth	in	heritage	towns	
can	be	trained	to	become	tourist	
guides	to	bring	in	additional	
income	into	their	households.	

Human	Resources	with	Local	&	Contextual	Informa1on	&	Knowledge	



Community	radio	management	and	
broadcasting	training	helps	in	creating	
awareness	about	local	issues,	raising	
problems	with	local	authorities	and	
preserving	local	culture.	

Local	Content	Developers,	Producers	



Community	members	also	need	
to	be	trained	in	using	a	simple	
mobile	phone	for	gathering	and	
curating	content	for	WhatsApp	
advocacy	groups	or	Podcasts.	

Community	Radio,	Rural	ISP,	Community	Media	



Training	youth	in	collecting	data	
and	samples	from	the	ground	
and	analysing	it	using	digital	
tools	will	open	up	livelihood	
opportunities	and	make	them	
aware	about	the	quality	of	
water	available	to	them.	

	Mapping	Drinking	Water:	Data,	Science,	Mining,	Informa1on,	Knowledge,	
Services	



Millions	of	underserved	patients	are	able	to	
connect	with	qualified	doctors	and	quality	
healthcare	through	video	consultation,	interactive	
voice	responses	and	other	digital	health	tools	
for	tele-medicines.	

	Linking	health,	informa1on,	services,	and	allied	areas	of	knowledge	&	exper1se	



Women	in	rural	settings	should	
be	encouraged	to	make	
recycled	craft	items	and	use	
digital	tools	for	marketing	in	an	
effort	to	become	an	earning	
member	of	the	family.	

	Cash	from	trash	



Several	tribes,	communities	and	
SHGs	make	wooden	toys,	digital	
platforms	can	open	direct	
access	for	them	to	the	market.	

	Connec1ng	to	e-Commerce	



Today,	farmers	across	the	country	are	using	
digital	tools	and	mobile	applications	to	
improve	agricultural	productivity,	secure	
better	crop	prices,	better	returns	on	
investment	through	access	to	information.		

	Innova1on	Around	Agriculture	



Alternate	or	seasonal	sources	of	
livelihood	need	to	be	opened	up	
for	rural	communities	where	men	
are	mostly	involved	in	agriculture	
or	construction	labour.	

	Finding	Alternate	Careers	



Several	groups	of	musicians	are	already	using	Facebook	and	YouTube	to	digitise	their	
music	and	bag	gigs.	Efforts	should	be	made	to	encourage	more	youngsters	to	pick	up	
the	mobile	phones	as	a	recording	tool	and	create	a	repository	of	their	folk	art.	

	Digi1zing	Folk,	Art,	
Heritage,	Culture,	Language,	Music	



Knowledge	of	computers	amid	
government	school	teachers	will	
enhance	their	teaching	abilities	and	
help	them	grab	students’	attention,	
leading	to	few	dropouts.	

New	Set	of	Digital	Tools	&	Curriculum	in	Syllabus	



Knowledge	of	e-Governance,		
e-Banking	and	e-Ticketing	
can	help	youth	set	up	rural	
information	hubs.	

	SeTng	up	info	hubs	



Instead	of	focusing	on	construction	or	
farm	labour,	village	men	can	be	
trained	to	handle	advanced	machinery	
in	factories	and	industrial	units.	

	Advanced	Knowledge	



Together,	the	community	and	its	digitally	connected	
members	can	help	establish	a	network	of	Internet	of	Things.	

	Internet	of	(rural)	Things	


