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Determination 
and persistence
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Kiran lives in Saidanpur village, Barabanki district, 
U�ar Pradesh, one of the most underserved areas 
in the country. In the village, like most of the rural 
regions, women do the household work and men 
are the breadwinners.

But, Kiran had different plans. She was quite 
determined to financially support her family and 
pursue a career. Smartpur Hub Centre in 
Saidanpur helped her to get a formal training in 
tailoring and s�tching.    

Today, she is suppor�ng her family, financially and 
household rou�ne work. Her zeal and ambi�on 
has mo�vated other women in the community, 
and many of them are being trained by Kiran in 
tailoring. She along with other women makes 
“Smartpads” (sanitary pads) to the keep the 
community women safe and infec�on free.

Be a Change 
Maker

MISSION
To empower marginalised communi�es in 
informa�on dark regions to access, consume and 
produce informa�on online using digital 
interven�ons and ICT tools.

VISION
To end informa�on poverty and social 
backwardness by bringing about a digital 
revolu�on.

Digital Empowerment Founda�on (DEF) is a Delhi-
based non-profit organiza�on working towards 
empowering people to gain access to be�er 
healthcare, educa�on, skills and livelihood 
opportuni�es through digital literacy and digital 
tools. The organiza�on’s main focus is to make 
technology easily accessible to the masses, to 
empower women, youth, persons with disabili�es 
and the elderly through providing func�onal 
digital literacy, media literacy, and digital up-
skilling across agriculture, micro and nano-
business, health, educa�on, livelihood, and 
entrepreneurial skills. Over the last 20 years, the 
organiza�on has been ac�vely engaged in digitally 
empowering local communi�es through its 2,000 
Community Informa�on Resource Centers. These 
centers are supported by a widespread network 
of 10,000 digital foot soldiers located across 24 
states and 135 districts in rural, tribal, 
marginalized and unreached areas. DEF has 
directly impacted the lives of more than 30 
million people including people from below the 
poverty line, women, ar�sans, youth, persons 
with disabili�es, and the elderly.

Empowering People
@the edge of information
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