
PRESS RELEASE 

Digital Citizen Summit 2025 Kicked Off with High-Level Press Meet, Research Dialogues 

and Distinguished Talks 

The Digital Empowerment Foundation (DEF), Government of Telangana, T-Hub Hyderabad, and 

the Centre for Development Policy and Practice (CDPP) hosted an in-person Press Meet on 13th 

November, ahead of the 7th Digital Citizen Summit (DCS) 2025, themed “People & Platforms: Let’s 

Talk Accountability.” The Summit, officially recognised as an affiliated Pre-Summit Event under 

the India–AI Impact Summit 2026, aimed to convene global voices on November 14 and 15, at T-

Hub, Hyderabad. 

The pre-event at the CDPP office brought together senior policymakers, digital rights advocates, 

international partners, academics, and grassroots representatives to set the tone for two days of 

critical conversations on digital governance, platform accountability, AI ethics, inclusion, and 

community-led tech futures. Senior global experts, including Sonia Jorge (Global Digital Inclusion 

Partnership), Anriette Esterhuysen (Association for Progressive Communications), Shaik 

Salauddin (Telangana Gig and Platform Workers’ Union), and Gustaff Harriman Iskander 

(Common Rooms Network Foundation), joined Osama Manzar (Founder and Director, Digital 

Empowerment Foundation) in outlining the Summit’s vision, five thematic tracks, and its focus 

on platform governance.  

CDPP announced a Special Issue of the Journal of Development Policy and Practice on 

“Technology and Society,” while DEF and CDPP teams presented ongoing research on digital 

inclusion, platformisation, misinformation, and community networks. The day also featured an 

invited talk by Prof. Ran Greenstein on policy, development, and reconciliation in divided 

societies, followed by a discussion on Dr. Rajiv Kumar’s book, Everything All At Once. 

The Digital Citizen Summit 2025 convened 100+ speakers, 29 organisations, and 73+ sessions at 

T-Hub, Hyderabad, featuring plenaries, panels, workshops, unconference forums, exhibitions, and 

awards across five thematic tracks. The event also featured two key recognitions: the JUST-AI 

Awards, celebrating ethical and responsible AI innovations, and the DAOI (Digital Artisans of 

India) Awards honouring outstanding artisans, crafts, and digital creative talent. The winners of 



the Just AI Awards included interventions such as Adalat AI, MAAP, Peta Bencana, NIPUN, Digital 

Green Trust, and two special mentions: CORD and JyotiAI. DAOI received over 200 nominations, 

awarding cash prizes of Rs. 1,00,000, Rs. 75,000, and Rs. 50,000 to the top three artisans. The 

winners were Ashwin Siju (Kutch weaving), Aafiya Khan (silver footwear craft), and Ishver Singh 

Prajapati (clay and paper pottery). 

The Inaugural Plenary on “Digital Citizenship & Platform Accountability,” chaired by Shri Jayesh 

Ranjan (IAS, CEO, Industry and Investment Cell; CEO, SPEED; Government of Telangana), brought 

together Anriette Esterhuysen (APC), Sonia Jorge (GDIP), Rajiv Kumar (Pahle India Foundation 

and Ex-NITI Aayog Vice Chairman) and Vandana Vasudevan (Author of OTP Please!). The session 

examined how platform monopolies, data extraction, and opaque algorithms shape citizenship, 

and called for rights-based, transparent, and people-centred digital ecosystems driven by 

accountable governance and inclusive innovation.  

A 30-minute interactive Townhall with Mr. Amandeep Singh Gill, UN Under-Secretary-General 

and Special Envoy for Digital and Emerging Technologies, directly engaged with young voices 

from the audience on how community-level digital inclusion initiatives can inform the 

implementation of Global Digital Compact’s goals on universal access and an equitable digital 

economy.  

The concluding plenary on Data Governance and Accountability, held on 15th November and 

chaired by Amir Ullah Khan (Member, Telangana Public Service Commission), reflected on two 

days of dialogue on rights, equity, and platform governance. The session featured Neeti Biyani 

(APNIC Foundation), Setu Upadhyay (Internet Society), Rakshita Swamy (Social Accountability 

Forum for Action and Research), and Indranil Niyogi (Swiss Philanthropy Foundation). Speakers 

emphasised the importance of citizen-centred data ecosystems, transparent governance 

frameworks, philanthropy’s role in promoting digital rights, and community-rooted 

accountability models. This year’s Summit reaffirmed that digital platforms must evolve in ways 

that protect agency, reduce exclusion, and prioritise public interest.  

 


